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NELSON. 


ROBERT  I.  NELSON. 
(of  Barnard's  Inn,  co.  Middlesex,  England.) 

Died:  ;  buried  in  St.  Dun stan's-in-the- West,  Lon- 
don, December  21st  1641. 

Married :  Helen ,  daughter  of ;  alive  Decem- 
ber 1641. 

Will :  December  14th  1641 ;  proved  January  31st  1641- 
1642.     (8  Cambell.)2 

1  Arms :  "Or,  a  cross  patonee  sable." 

2  See  page  8. 
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Issue. 
1.  Robert  II  Nelson,1  of  whom  later. 


ROBERT  II  NELSON.2 

(Admitted  March  11th  1631  member  of  Gray's  Inn,  co. 
Middlesex,  England.) 

Died:  1698. 

Married:  1st,  Mary,  third  daughter  of  Sir  John  Temple, 
of  Stantonbury,  Kt. ;  baptized  at  Stowe  August  5th  1623 ; 
alive  August  1664. 

2dly,  Susau ,  alive  September  1696. 

Will:  September  1696;  proved  August  4th  1698.  (190 
Lort.)3 

Issue. 

1.  Temple  I  Nelson,  admitted  to  Gray's  Inn,  co.  Mid- 
dlesex, June  7th  1661 ;  died,  unmarried,  1671 ;  will4  August 
26th  1671,  proved  November  15th  1671. 

2.  Margaret  Nelson,  alive  in  1671. 

3.  John  I  Nelson,  of  whom  later. 


JOHN  I  NELSON. 

Born :  in  England,  1654. 

Died:    Boston,   Mass.,   November  15th  1734;    interred 


there. 


1  In  his  father's  will  he  is  alluded  to  as  the  "  eldest  son." 

2  Portraits  in  oil  of  Robert  II  Nelson,  and  of  Mary  Temple,  his  first 
wife,  are  in  the  possession  of  Miss  Alida  Borland,  of  Boston. 

3  See  page  8. 

4  See  page  9. 

5  For  funeral  sermon,  see  page  10. 
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Married:  Elizabeth,1  daughter  of  William  Tailer,2  of 
Boston  and  Dorchester,  by  Rebecca  Stoughton,  his  wife ; 
born  May  11th  1667;  died,  Boston,  October  25th  1734; 
interred  there. 

Will  :3  January  9th  1729-30;  proved  December  23d  1734; 
Probate  Off.,  Suffolk  Co.,  Mass. 

Issue. 

1.  Rebecca  Nelson,  born  November  15th  1688;  married 
November  23d  1708,  Boston,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Miles  to  Henry 
Lloyd,  of  the  manor  of  Queen's  Village,  L.  I.,  N.  Y.;  died 
at  Queen's  Village  July  27th  1728,  buried  there  in  the 
Lloyd  vault. 

2.  Elizabeth  Nelson,  married,  prior  to  1709,  Nathaniel 
Hubbard,  of  Stamford,  Conn. ;  buried,  Boston,  December 
25th,  1724. 

3.  Mehetable  Nelson,  born  1691 ;  married  August  11th, 
1721,  Captain  Robert  Temple,  later  of  Ten  Hills,  Charles- 
town,  Mass. 

4.  Margaret  II  Nelson,  married,  prior  to  1723,  Cap- 
tain Thomas  Steele. 

5.  Temple  II  Nelson,  of  whom  later. 

6.  Paschal  Nelson,  graduated  at  Harvard  1721 ;  died, 
unmarried,  July  19th,  1759,  in  St.  Margaret's  Parish,  West- 
minster, England;  interred  in  St.  Martin's-in-the -Fields ; 
will  July  15th,  1759;  proved  September  19th,  1760.  (366 
Lynch.)  4 

Account  of  John  I.  Nelson.5 

1671,  at  Nevis,  in  charge  of  the  interests  of  his  uncle,  Sir 
Thomas  Temple,  in  connection  with  the  cargo  of  the  latter's 
vessel,  the  Ketch  Pelleran. 

1674,  present  in  London  at  the  signing  of  the  will  of  his 
uncle,  Sir  Thomas  Temple. 

1  Miss  Alida  Borland  has  a  portrait  of  her  in  oils. 

2  For  account  of  Tailer  family,  see  page  51. 

3  See  page  11.      4  See  page  13.      5  See  page  17. 
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1680,  arrived  in  New  England. 

1689,  led  an  attack  on  Governor  Andros. 

1690,  Mortgaged  his  estate  of  Long  Island.1 

1691,  captured  in  Canada  by  the  French. 

1692,  prisoner  in  Quebec. 

1692-94,  confined  in  France  in  the  castle  of  Angoule'me. 
1694-97,  prisoner  in  the  Bastille. 
1698,  January,  in  Paris. 
1705-07,  warden  of  Christ  Church,  Boston. 
1724  September,  paid  off  mortgage  on  his  estate  of  Long 
Island. 


TEMPLE  II  NELSON. 

Born :  Boston,  1700. 

Died :  Boston,  1739 ;  interred  in  the  graveyard  of  King's 
Chapel. 

Married  :  May,  1727,  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  Went- 
worth,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  New  Hampshire. 

Issue. 

1.  John  II  Nelson,  born,  Boston,  December  12th,  1730; 
Collector  at  Nevis ;  died,  unmarried,  in  Granada,  W.  I., 
1784 ;  last  male  of  his  race  in  America ;  intestate. 

2.  Temple  III  Nelson,  died  young. 

3.  Mary  Nelson,  married  Jonathan  Warner,  of  Ports- 
mouth, N.  H. ;  died,  prior  to  1769,  leaving  no  issue. 

4.  Margaret  III  Nelson,  married  Nathaniel  Warner, 
brother  to  the  above  Jonathan ;  left  no  issue. 

i  See  page  28. 
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Appendix. 
Abstract  of  the  Will  of  Robert  I  Nelson. 

Robert  Nelson  of  Bernards  Inn,  London,  Gentleman. 
14th  Dec.  1641.  bodie  to  the  earth,  to  bee  buried  in  the  par- 
ish churche  of  St  Dunstans  in  the  West.  Such  estate  as  it 
hath  pleased  God  to  confer  uppon  me,  as  leases  moneys  plate 
Goods  &  chatties  moveables  &  immoveables  whatsoever  & 
my  whole  entire  estate,  I  give  unto  Hellen  Nelson  my  wife 
&  onlie  Executrix  —  provided  notwithstanding  that  if  she 
shall  at  any  tyme  hereafter  during  her  life,  marry  herselfe 
or  bee  married  unto  any  man  whatsoever,  at  any  tyme  dur- 
ing her  life,  this  presente  will  shall  be  utterlie  voide  to  her, 
&  her  execution  thereof  shall  totallie  cease,  &  then  I  make 
Robert  Nelson,  my  eldest  sonn  my  Ex'tr.  to  doe  all  things 
as  Executrix  should  have  done. 

Proved  31st  Jan.  1641-42  by  Hellen  Nelson  Relict.  (8 
Cambell.) 


Abstract  of  the  Will  of  Robert  II  Nelson. 

Robert  Nelson  of  St.  Ann's  in  the  Liberty  of  Westmin- 
ster, &  County  of  Middlesex,  Esq. Sep.  1696. 

In  perfect  health  &  memory  dyeing  a  true  protestant  of 
the  Church  of  England,  my  earth  to  the  ground  from 
whence  it  came,  to  be  decently  &  privately  buryed,  only  in 
a  Herse,  &  one  coach  or  two  for  such  Friends  as  my  Execu- 
trix shall  think  fitt  to  see  me  interred.  .  .  . 

All  personal  estate  &  debts  whatsoever  to  my  most  affec- 
tionate, most  deare  &  kind  wife,  all  debts  by  judgments  or 
bonds  in  a  codicil  to  be  annexed. 

Whereas  I  am  heire  at  Law  to  the  house  in  Long  Acre 
Middlesex,  which  hath  &  is  now  lett  at  £50  p.  an.,  or  there- 
abouts, next  to  the  White  Hart  Inne,  part  of  which  house 
goes  over  the  Great  Gate  of  the  same  house,  which  said 
house  I  the  said  Robert  made  a  contract  with  the  now  Earl 
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of  Bedford,  unto  Hellen  Nelson,  my  mother,  &  her  heirs 
forever,  paying  £40  a  year  rent,  to  the  said  Earle  &  his 
heirs,  I  devise  all  my  right,  title  &  estate,  both  in  Law  & 
Equity  to  my  said  wife  for  ever,  to  dispose  of,  hoping  that 
God  Almighty  will  assist  her  with  some  good  Friend,  to  re- 
cover it  from  a  fraud  that  lyes  on  it,  of  which  I  shall  leave 
with  her  full  &  perfect  Instructions  if  it  shall  please  God 
to  take  me  out  of  this  wicked  world  before  I  recover  the 
same  myself.  Mrs.  Susan  Nelson,  discreet,  good  &  virtuous 
wife  sole  Executrix.  To  whom  my  love  &  affection  is  so 
great  that  I  cannot  reward  her  too  much,  &  therefore  for- 
bare  giving  any  one  Legacy  from  her. 

Codicil  of  Debts. 

£     S.  D. 

A  judgment  from  my  son  to  me  of 1200 

Another  from  the  Earl  of  Berks 400 

A  debt  from  the  Lady  Lenthall  Executrix  & 
widow  of  Sir  John  Lenthall,  the  late  speaker 
son  &  heire,  due  by  Covenant  under  the  hand 

and  seal 100 

A  debt  from  William  Howard  Esq  settled  in 

Chancery      250 

A  judgment  from  Sir  Henry  Norton 100 

Debts  from  Esq'rs  Rudyerd,  due  by  several  Bonds 
of  his  father  "William  Rudyerd  Esq'r  heire  to 

Sir  R.  R 300 

The  Lease  of  my  Chambers  in  Graies  Inne    .    .    100 

Proved  August  4th  1698  by  Susan  Nelson  relict.     (190 
Lort.) 


Abstract  of  the  Will  of  Temple  I  Nelson. 

Temple  Nelson  of  Grayse  Inne,  Middlesex,  Esq.,  26th 
Aug.  1671. 

All  Law  Bookes  now  in  the  possesion  of  Mr.  Richard 
Darley,  in  whose  house  in  the  tyme  of  my  Sickness  I  then 
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lodged,  a  pticuler  of  which  I  left  in  my  Studdy  I  give  unto 
my  cozen  Thomas  Fines,  second  sonne  to  my  honored  kins- 
man John  Fines  Esq.  Mrs.  Dorothy  Darley,  wife  to  Mr. 
Richard  Darley,  to  whom  I  was  obliged  for  her  care  of  mee, 
for  one  weeke  in  my  sickness,  £5  Margaret  Nelson,  sister, 
all  residue  of  personal  estate  whatsoever  except  my  wearing 
cloathes  Linning  &  Wolling,  which  I  give  to  Thomas  Lons- 
dale my  then  man  Servant. 
John  Fines  Esq.,  loving  kinsman  sole  exe'or. 

Codicil.  His  servant  has  lately  disobliged  him,  Gives  the 
clothes  to  sister  Margaret  Nelson,  to  dispose  of  as  she  shall 
think  fitt.    17,  Sep.  1671. 

Proved  15th  Nov.  1671  by  the  Honble-  John  Fines  Exor. 
(136  Duke.) 


Funeral  Sermon. 


Mrs.  Wm.  H.  Onderdonk,  of  Great  Neck,  L.  L,  N.  Y.,  has 
in  her  possession  a  funeral  sermon,  preached  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  deaths  of  John  I  Nelson  and  of  his  wife. 

The  outside  sheet  of  the  pamphlet  bears  the  following : 

"  Dr  Cutler's 

Sermon 

Occasioned  by  the  death  of 

John  Nelson,  Esq ; 

And  of  His  Consort 

M"  Elizabeth  Nelson." 

And  the  inside  title-page  the  following : 

"A 

Sermon 

Deliver'd  at  Christ-Church  in  Boston 

Novemb.  28.  1734. 

On  occasion  of  the  Death  of 

John  Nelson,  Esq ; 
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Which  was  on  the  15th  of  that  month. 

And  of 

Mr3  Elizabeth  Nelson 

His  consort, 

Which  was  the  25th  of  October  preceeding. 

By  Timothy  Cutler,  D.  D. 

Boston,  New  England, 
Printed  by  F.  Draper,  1735." 


Will  of  John  I.  Kelson.     (Probate  Off™   Suffolk  Co., 

Mass.) 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen. 

Whereas  I,  John  Nelson  in  the  Province  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  in  New  England  gentleman  and  Elizabeth  my 
Wife  being  booth  of  us  advanced  in  years  &c  and  from  the 
serious  consideration  of  which,  and  upon  thots  of  our  duty 
for  the  future  settlement,  and  peace  of  our  children,  and 
ffamilie.  doe  think  it  Expedient  &  necessarie  joyntly  to 
make  this  our  Last  will  &  testament,  in  manner  &  forme  as 
followeth,  viz :  Imprimis.  After  Recommending  our  Souls 
to  the  Mercies  of  Almighty  God,  through  the  merits, 
Mediation,  and  Redemption  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  and 
Saviour.  We  will  &  desire  that  after  funerall  charges  &c 
be  discharged.  We  will  &  bequeath,  &  Give,  unto  our 
Eldest  son  Temple  Nelson,  all  that  our  Island  Houses  and  ap- 
purtenances thereunto  belonging  comonly  Knowne  and 
called,  by  the  name  of  Long  Island — lying  and  being  in  the 
Bay  of  Boston,  to  him  our  sd  son,  his  heirs  &  assigns  forever, 
he  submitting  &  subjecting  himselfe,  unto  the  tearmes  and 
reserves  hereafter  specified — first  that  after  our  decease, 
or  ye  longest  liver  of  us,  that  he  shall  pay  unto  Captain  Thomas 
Steele  in  behalf  of  his  wife,  my  daughter,  if  booth  living, 
but  in  case  he  be  dead,  then  unto  his  wife,  and  if  she  should 
be  dead,  then  unto  her  heirs,  the  sume  of  three  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds. — 
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And  unto  Nathan  N.  Hubbard  Esqr  the  sume  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds  in  full  to  make  his  proportion  in 
my  daughter  Elizabeth  his  former  wife.  And  unto  Henry 
Loyd  Esq.  to  make  up  his  proportion,  with  with  my  daugh- 
ter Rebeka  his  former  wife,  and  Capt.  Rober  Temple  the 
same  four  hundred  pounds  in  behalf  of  his  wife,  and  Henry 
Loyd  Esqr.  the  sume  of  two  hundred  &  fifty  pounds,  being 
omitted  as  above.  As  alsoe  the  said  Temple  Nelson  re- 
main liable  affter  our  decease  to  pay  unto  Paschall  Nelson 
our  youngest  son.  the  sume  of  four  hundred  pounds.  As 
allsoe  the  sd.  Temple  Nelson  remain  lyable,  affter  our 
decease,  to  pay  unto  my  selfe,  and  his  mother  my  wife,  the 
sume  of  one  thousand  pounds,  That  is  to  say  five  hundred 
pounds  to  each  or  either  of  us  to  be  disposed  off  as  we  shall 
think  fitting,  to  be  paid,  at  either  of  our  deaths,  as  shall 
be  specified  by  either  of  our  "Wills,  but  in  case  of  the  death 
of  either  of  us,  wthout  any  Will,  then  the  whole  thousand 
pounds  to  be  at  ye  disposall  of  ye  survivor.  &c. 

And  wherein  I  the  sd  John  Nelson,  doe  acknowledge  my 
selfe  confined  and  obliged,  to  dispose  of  my  half  part  of 
sd.  Thousand  pounds  unto  the  children,  Grandchildren,  or 
relations  onely  of  our  owne  familie. — we  further  stipulate 
&  settle,  that  the  above  legacies  be  paid  at  one  year  after 
our  decease  or  if  he  see  meet,  to  retaine  any  or  all  of  sd 
Legacies  two  years  Longer,  he  paying  the  usuall  or  comon 
Interest,  it  shall  be  at  his  choise  &  liberty  soe  to  doe.  We 
further  stipulate  &  appoint  that  whereas,  booth  silver 
money  or  paper  bills  of  Creditt  may  not  be  attainable  but 
with  great  difficulty  prejadise  &  Loss,  we  therefore  appoint 
that  ye  produce  of  the  Country  such  as  Graine.  provissitions 
&c.  shall  be  taken  as  sufficient  paym*  the  said  produce  to  be 
reed  &  taken  att  the  curant  price,  &c. 

This  instrument  We  jointly  declare  to  be  our  last  Will 
and  Testam1  with  exception  of  such  Codicils  as  may  be 
made  by  either  of  us  —  relating  to  ye  thousand  pounds  we 
have  referred,  as  in  this  our  will  is  affore  mentioned,  for 
our  or  each  of  our  disposall,  as  we  att  any  time  think  meet. 
&  Whereas  by  this  our  will,  the  unequall  proportions,  may 
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seem  partiall  or  unjust,  we  hereby  desier  to  make  knowne 
the  reasons  that  hath  induced  us  wch  are,  that  having  all 
readie  paid  unto  each  of  our  daughters,  such  portions  as  to 
compleat  to  each  of  them,  as  near  as  we  can  judge  the  sume 
of  five  hundred  pounds.  &  as  to  our  son  Paschal  he  has 
alreadie  had  more  than  to  compleat  his  share  ;  to  this  our 
Last  Will  &  testament  we  nominate  &  appoint,  our  above 
mentioned  son  Temple  Nelson,  to  be  the  sole  and  onely 
Executor,  as  witness  our  hands  &  seals,  dated  in  Long 
Island  this  ninth  day  of  Januarie  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
one  thousand  seaven  hundred  and  twenty  nine,  thirty,  and 
in  second  year  of  our  Sovereigne  Lord  King  Geor.  ye 
Second. 

The  words,  (the  sume  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds)  att 
the  bottome  of  the  first  side  or  page,  being  interlined  before 
signing  &  sealing.  Signed,  sealed,  and  acknowledged  to  be 
our  last  Will  &  Testament  in  presence  of  us. 
allso  ye  word  twenty  nine  being  interlined  before  signing 
the  words  his  heirs  &  assigns  being  interlined  att  fifteenth 
line  before  signing. 

J.  Nelson 
Eliza  Nelson 


Will  of  Paschal  Nelson,  Etc. 

This  is  the  last  Will  &  Testament  of  Mr.  Paschal  Nelson 
late  of  Boston  New  England  now  residing  in  the  Parish  of 
St.  Margarets  Westminster  in  the  County  of  Middlesex  Esq. 

1  give  Devise  &  Bequeath  to  my  Nephew  John  Nelson x  of 
Portsmouth  in  New  Hampshire  New  England  Merchant  all 
my  Lands  Tenements  &  Hereditaments  on  &  about  the 
River  Kennebeck  in  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
in  New  England  with  their  appurtenances  he  conveying 
thereout  to  the  children  of  my  sister  Lloyd2  one  seventh 
part  thereof,  &  one  other  seventh  part  thereof  to  the  children 

i  John  II  Nelson. 

2  Rebecca  Nelson,  Mrs.  Henry  Lloyd. 
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of  my  sister  Hubbard,1  they  first  paying  to  my  said  nephew 
their  several  proportions  of  the  expenses  which  I  have  been 
at  in  the  settlement  and  protection  of  the  said  Lands,  &  as 
to  my  Lands  in  the  Mohawks  Country  in  New  York  Gov- 
ernment I  give  Devise  &  Bequeath  One  Thousand  Acres 
thereof  to  John  Temple 2  late  of  Boston  New  England  now 
residing  in  London  Esqr.,  Five  Hundred  Acres  thereof  to 
John  Lloyd  of  Stamford  in  Connecticut,  Merchant.  Five 
Hundred  other  Acres  thereof  to  Nathaniel  Hubbard  of 
Stamford  aforesaid  Esq.  &  Five  Hundred  other  Acres 
thereof  to  Paschal  Smith  of  Stamford  aforesaid  Son  to  the 
late  William  Smith  of  the  same  place,  the  papers  relating 
to  these  last  mentioned  Lands  are  in  the  Hands  of  the  Hon. 
James  Delancy  Esq.,  of  New  York.  All  the  rest  Residue 
&  remainder  of  my  estates  both  Real  &  Personal  I  give 
Devise  &  Bequeath  to  my  Two  nephews  the  said  John  Tem- 
ple &  John  Nelson  who  I  appoint  executors  of  this  my  last 
Will  &  Testament,  &  I  do  hereby  Revoke  all  Wills  by  me 
heretofore  made  &  do  declare  this  to  be  my  last  Will  and 
Testament  in  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  Hand 
&  Seal  this  19th  Day  of  July  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1759. 
(366  Lynch.) 

Paschal  Nelson 


Inventory  of  the  household  Furniture,  wearing  Apparel 
&  other  effects  of  Paschal  Nelson  Esq.,  who  died  at  his 
Lodgings  (Mrs.  Gibbs)  in  Charles  Street,  Westminster  on 
19th  July  1759. 


A  Cotton  stampt  field  Bed,  Pillows  and  Cover- 
lid with  a  pr  Blaukets,  2  pr  sheets  some 
Remnants  &  a  Bolster  &  quilt 

A  sattee  Chair 

A  Great  Chair 

1  Elizabeth  Nelson,  Mrs.  Nathaniel  Hubbard. 

2  Sir  John  Temple,  8th  Bt. 


P> 


10. 

0 

15. 

0 

10. 

0 
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£       S.     p. 

A  Walnut  Secret  Stool 3.    0. 

6  Small  Chairs 1.     10.    0. 

1  pr  Broakert  round  tables 5.     0. 

1  Table  with  two  laps  to  it 1.      0.     0. 

1  Little  square  table 6.    0. 

1  Little  round  table 6. 

1  Grate,  Fender,  tongs,  shovels  &  Poker    .    .  12. 

1  Little  ditto.     Gave  the  Woman 5. 

1  Lord  Cobham  mezitinto  Print 0. 

17  Old  Shirts 1.    10. 

1  New  Black  Coate  &  waist  coate 16. 

1  old  Black  suit 1.      5. 

1  Blue  Coate  &  waist  coate  laced 4.      4. 

1  Brown  suit  laced 3.      3. 

1  old  Blue  Cloath  suit 14. 

1  old  red  Mourning  Suit 15. 

1  light  Grey  suit 1. 

1  old  Scarlet  suit 15. 

1  Scarlet  Coat  &  Breeches  Black  Jacket  ...  10! 

A  Scarlet  Duffell  Coate 6. 

I  Great  Coate  old  Given  to  his  porter     ...  0. 

3hatts 10. 

4£  yds.  Coarse  Cloath 15. 

5  pr.  old  Breeches 5. 

23  old  Stocks 6. 

6  little  Table  Cloaths 15. 

5  little  ToweUs 4. 

6  little  Shaving  Cloaths 0.      0.    0. 

II  little  old  handkerchiefs 6. 

6  coarse  shirts  unfinished 1.     10. 

19  pr  old  Stockings,  silk,  cotton  &  worsted  .  1.    18. 

3  Brass  Candle  sticks  &  snuffers 7. 

1  Chest  Bed  &  Mattrass 14. 

1  Tray,  5  wooden  waiters  &  6  Bottle  do  .    .    .  6. 

2  old  Portmantaus  &  1  old  servants  sadle  .    .  0. 

1  Small  Tureen  &  2  water  Plates 6. 

1  Pewter  Ink  stand 0. 

44  Knives,  oyster  Knives  &  21  forks   ....  1.      1. 
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£  S.     p. 

A  Coal  heaver 6. 

3  Copper  Stew  panns 8. 

1  Cheese  toaster  &  Chocolate  Pott 2. 

A  Plate  rack,  tea  kettle  &  stand 4. 

A  pr  old  Bellows 0. 

A  Parcel  China,  Stone  ware  &  glass    ....    2.  2. 

2  pr  old  Boots  &  5  pr  old  shoes 0. 

A  pr  shoe,  knee  &  stock  silver  Buckles  ...    1.  0. 
1  Eating  spoon,  2  tea  spoons,  1  marrow  spoon, 

One  Tea  tongs  &  Strainer,  silver  at  weight.  17. 

1  old  Silver  twezer,  12  s.  deduct  41  pd  for 
mending 8. 

2  Gold  Motto  Rings 0.  18.     6. 

1  Gold  Watch  &  2  seals  1  Gold  1  Silver     .    .  21.  0.    0. 

A  case  knife  fork  &  spoon 

1  Silver,  1  Gilt  &  1  Black  sword  sold  for  .    .    2.  3. 

19  Books  not  sold  or  valued,  several  old  Prints 
&  Pictures  of  so  little  Value  as  not  worth 

taking  from  his  lodging 0.  0.     0. 

Cash  found  in  his  Buroe  &  Purse  47  Guineas, 

a  half  Guinea,  &  a  Six  pence 49.  18. 


The  Estate  of  Paschal  Nelson,  Esq. 

To  Cash  paid  Expenses  to  Stowe  &  back   . 

To  Cash  lent  him 

To  ditto  paid  the  Attorney  drawing  his  will 

To  Coach  hire  for  ditto 

To  Cash  gave  Mrs.  Smith  attending  him    . 

To  Cash  pd.  his  Doctor  bill 

To  ditto  pd  his  Washing  pbill 

To  ditto  pd.  Geo  Baxter  undertaker  for  his 

Funeral  Expenses  pbill 

To  Cash  pd  for  Wine,  Porters  &c.  for  ditto 
To  John  Hudson  his  Barber  pbill     .... 

To  A  Chaldron  Coal  pbill 

To  Cash  pd  J.  Bridgewater  Appraizer    .    . 
To  do  for  his  Subscription  to  Library     .    . 


Dr. 


2. 

3. 

6. 

21. 

0. 

0. 

1. 

1. 

3. 

1. 

1. 

8. 

14. 

9£ 

2. 

5. 

3. 

16. 

13. 

1. 

9. 

6. 

2. 

6. 

6. 

1. 

18. 
5. 
4. 

10. 
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To  do  to  Porters  shifting  his  Goods 
To  Mrs.  G-ibbs  for  Rent  &  p.  Acct.  . 

A  Wig 

To  Thomas  Inman  Tayler,  pbill    .    . 
To  Cash  pd  for  a  ring  to  Lord  Temple 

To  P.  Ryan  Tayler  pr  Bill 

To  a  Snit  Mourning 

A  Frock  Mourning T 

To  Cash  pd  his  Nurse  1  quarter    .    . 
To  Cash  pd  at  Brumley,  for  sundrys 


£      s. 

2 

20.    14, 

1.      6. 
15.     16.     9. 

1.       1.     0. 

1.  15.    0. 
7.    13.    6. 

2.  6.    6. 
1.     10. 

19.    6. 


17 
p. 
6. 
6£. 


Some  Account  of  John  I  Nelson,    (hutchinson's  history  of 

THE   COLONY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  BAY.) 

Mr.  Nelson  was  a  gentleman  of  good  family,  and  a  near 
relation  to  Sir  Thomas  Temple,  an  enemy  to  the  tyrannical 
government  of  Andros,  but  an  episcopalian  in  principle, 
and  of  a  gay  free  temper,  which  prevented  his  being  allowed 
any  share  in  the  administration  after  it  was  settled,  although 
he  was  at  the  head  of  the  party  that  demanded  the  surren- 
der of  the  fort.  He  went,  not  long  after,  upon  a  trading- 
voyage  to  Nova  Scotia,  where  he  was  taken  by  a  party  of 
French  or  Indians,  and  carried  to  Quebec.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  slight  put  upon  him,  yet  such  was  his  regard  for 
his  country  that  he  ran  very  great  risk  of  Ms  life  in  an 
attempt  to  give  intelligence  of  the  designs  of  the  French. 
The  following  letter  remaining  upon  Massachusetts  files 
ought  to  be  made  public  to  do  honor  to  his  memory: 

August  26,  1692. 
About  14  days  ago  arrived  two  men-of-war  and  six 
merchant  ships  from  France,  which  came  furnished  with 
recruits  of  provision,  ammunition,  30  more  great  guns,  24 
paterarves,  one  mortar  and  30  shells.  A  little  before  the 
arrival  of  these  ships,  Madockawando,  the  Penobscot  Sa- 
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chem,  came  here;  who  made  and  received  divers  compli. 
ments,  presented  the  governor  with  five  English  captives, 
and  received  from  him  presents,  encouraging  him  and  the 
rest  to  continue  the  war ;  but  all  gave  but  little  satisfaction 
to  the  Indians,  who  expected  greater  recompense.  They 
would  often  discourse  their  discontent  to  some  of  us  who 
understand  their  language.  I  was  in  hopes  to  make  some 
improvement  of  their  discontent,  by  proposing  the  settle- 
ment of  a  trading-house  up  Penobscot  River  at  Neyas. 
They  were  glad  of  the  proposal,  and  it  is  the  only  means  of 
recovering  our  interest  with  the  Eastern  Indians.  I  prom- 
ised to  send  my  thoughts  thereon  to  yourselves,  of  which  I 
would  have  you  to  consider,  &c.  Madockawando  gave 
daily  advice  of  all  their  results,  he  is  certainly  well  affected 
towards  us.  Two  days  ago  he  was  dispatched  from  hence, 
with  orders  to  get  together  all  the  Indians  he  can ;  they 
make  account  of  two  or  three  hundred ;  they  are  to  remain 
at  Penobscot  until  the  two  men-of-war  join  them,  who  are 
preparing  themselves  as  well  as  they  can,  adding  to  their 
number  200  Canadians,  so  that,  in  all,  they  will  have  about 
400,  who,  with  the  Indians,  are  to  assault  Wells,  Isle  of 
Shoals,  and  Piscataqua.  The  design  is  dangerous,  if  you 
should  be  unprovided;  I  have,  therefore,  improved  my 
utmost  endeavors  to  give  thus  this  intelligence.  By  money, 
and  a  promise  of  good  reward  from  yourselves,  I  have  cor- 
rupted two  Frenchmen,  viz.,  Arnaud  du  Vignon  and  Francis 
Albert,  to  be  bearers  of  this  letter,  and  also  to  be  guides  to 
two  Dutchmen  and  two  Englishmen,  who  promise  to  be 
with  you  in  22  days.  I  pray  that  they  may  be  contented. 
I  have  furnished  them  with  13  French  crowns,  which  it 
is  just  should  be  allowed  to  my  wife.  My  charge  is  other- 
wise great  here,  there  being  so  many  of  my  countrymen  to 
relieve,  &c.  The  two  men  of  war,  which  come  from  hence, 
are  the  one  a  great  Dutch  square  stern  ship  of  about  500 
tons,  takes  in  six  guns  from  hence,  so  that  she  will  have  in 
all  38  guns,  &c.  the  other  is  a  French  frigate  of  34  guns, 
who  is  the  admiral.  They  take  at  Port  Royal  and  along 
the  coast  all  the  small  vessels,  shallops,  boats,  &c,  to  land 
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their  men.  You  will  do  well  to  prepare  for  their  reception 
a  good  fire-ship  and  other  means  necessary,  according  as 
your  prudence  shall  direct.  I  recommend  myself  unto  your 
prayers,  and  remain,  gentlemen,  your  humble  servant, 

J.  Nelson. 

August  27. —  The  ships  of  war  go  from  hence  in  12  or 
15  days ;  their  voyage  probably  to  St.  Johns  and  Penobscot 
will  cost  them  a  month's  time  more,  so  that  you  may  expect 
them  in  about  6  or  7  weeks  hence.  After  their  attempt  on 
your  coast,  they  are  to  cruise  for  about  a  month,  &c,  so 
that  all  concerned  in  shipping  must  take  care  to  their  affairs. 
— Let  no  public  talk  be  made  of  this  letter,  for  by  the  es- 
cape of  some  prisoners  the  report  will  come  hither  greatly 
to  my  damage.  Excuse  my  broken  manner  of  writing.  I 
am  forced  to  do  it  as  I  can  get  opportunity,  and  that  is  in 
my  bed,  because  of  the  often  coming  in  and  out  of  the  man 
that  attends  me,  who  once  surprised  me  and  took  from  me 
my  ink-horn,  but  in  all  things  else  I  am  well  treated :  so  are 
all  the  rest,  according  as  the  country  affords,  &c. 

The  letters  came  to  Springfield  the  23d  of  September, 
and  a  day  or  two  after  to  Boston.  The  Frenchmen  not 
long  after,  by  some  means  or  other  were  retaken  and  carried 
to  Canada,  where  they  were  punished  as  deserters.  Before 
their  execution  they  confessed  the  whole.  Mr.  Nelson  was 
carried  out  with  them,  in  expectation  of  the  same  fate. 
They  were  shot  before  his  eyes.  He  was  sent  back  to 
prison,  and  soon  after  to  France,  but  on  his  passage  pre- 
vailed with  a  fellow-passenger  to  convey  intelligence  of  a 
second  design  of  12  men-of-war  and  2,000  troops,  which 
were  every  day  expected  at  Canada  to  make  a  descent  upon 
the  English  colonies  from  Piscataqua  to  Carolina.  He  was 
confined  in  France  in  a  small  hole  for  two  years,  without 
opportunity  of  seeing  any  person  but  a  servant  who  brought 
his  victuals  to  a  grate.  A  gentleman,  who  had  taken  notice 
of  the  person  who  carried  the  victuals  from  day  to  day,  had 
the  curiosity  to  inquire  what  prisoner  was  there,  and  to 
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speak  to  him  at  the  grate,  and  to  ask  if  he  could  do  him 
any  service.  Mr.  Nelson  desired  no  other  favour  than  to 
have  a  letter  sent  to  England,  to  inform  Sir  Purbeck  Tem- 
ple of  his  condition ;  which  was  done,  and  soon  after  a  de- 
mand was  made  of  his  release  or  exchange.  He  was  sent 
to  the  Bastille,  and  just  before  the  peace  of  Ryswick  was 
allowed  to  go  to  England  upon  his  parole,  and  security 
given  by  a  French  gentleman  for  his  return.  The  peace 
being  concluded,  and  he  intending  to  return,  was  forbade 
to  do  it  by  King  "William ;  but  to  prevent  any  trouble  to 
his  friend,  he  went  contrary  to  order,  and  surrendered  him- 
self. Being  discharged,  upon  his  return  to  England  he  was 
brought  into  trouble  there  for  going  back  to  France  con- 
trary to  the  King's  order,  but  at  length  returned  to  his 
family  after  ten  or  eleven  years'  absence. 


Some  Account  of  John  I  Nelson. 

(France  and  England;  Parkman.) 

At  this  time  (1692)  a  gentleman  of  Boston,  John  Nelson, 
captured  by  Villebon  the  year  before,  was  a  prisoner  at 
Quebec.  Nelson  was  nephew  and  heir,  of  Sir  Thomas  Tem- 
ple, in  whose  right  he  claimed  the  proprietorship  of  Aca- 
dia, under  an  old  grant  of  Oliver  Cromwell.  He  was 
familiar  both  with  that  country  and  with  Canada,  which  he 
had  visited  several  times  before  the  war.  As  he  was  a  man 
of  birth  and  breeding,  and  a  declared  enemy  of  Phips,  and 
as  he  had  befriended  French  prisoners,  and  shown  especial 
kiudness  to  Meneval,  the  captive  governor  of  Acadia,  he 
was  treated  with  distinction  by  Frontenac,  who,  though  he 
knew  him  to  be  a  determined  enemy  of  the  French,  lodged 
him  at  the  chateau,  and  entertained  him  at  his  own  table 
(fide  Champigny  au  Ministre,  4  Nov.  1693). 

Madockawando,  the  father-in-law  of  Saint-Castin,  made  a 
visit  to  Frontenac;  and  Nelson,  who  spoke  both  French 
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and  Indian,  contrived  to  gain  from  him  and  other  sources  a 
partial  knowledge  of  the  intended  expedition.  He  was  not 
in  favor  at  Boston  ;  for  though  one  of  the  foremost  in  the 
overthrow  of  Andros,  his  creed  and  his  character  savored 
more  of  the  Cavalier  than  of  the  Puritan.  This  did  not 
prevent  him  from  risking  his  life  for  the  colony.  He  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  authorities  of  Massachusetts,  and  then  bribed 
two  soldiers  to  desert  and  carry  it  to  them.  The  deserters 
were  hotly  pursued,  but  reached  their  destination,  and  de- 
livered their  letter.     .     .     . 

Nelson  was  sent  to  France,  imprisoned  two  years  in  a 
dungeon  of  the  Chateau  of  Angouleme,  and  then  placed  in 
the  Bastille.  Ten  years  passed  before  he  was  allowed  to 
return  to  his  family  at  Boston.1    .     .     . 

The  French  had  an  exact  knowledge  of  the  place  (Boston). 
Meneval,  when  a  prisoner  there,  lodged  in  the  house  of 
John  Nelson,  had  carefully  examined  it;     .     .     . 

1  Lagny,  Mem.  sur  l'Acadie,  1692. 

Mem.  sur  1' enlevement  de  Castine ;  Frontenac  au  Ministre  25  Oct. 
1693. 

Relation  de  ee  qui  s'est  pass6  de  plus  remarquable  1690,  1691.  (cap- 
ture of  Nelson.) 

Frontenac  au  Ministre  15  Sept.  1692. 

Champigny  au  Ministre  15  Oct.  1692.  Champigny  here  speaks  of 
Nelson  as  the  most  audacious  of  the  English,  and  the  most  determined 
on  the  destruction  of  the  French.  N.  Y.  Col.  Doc's,  ix,  555.  In  the 
same  collection  is  a  memorial  on  the  Northern  Colonies  by  Nelson,  a 
paper  showing  much  good  sense  and  penetration.  After  an  imprison- 
ment of  four  and  a  half  years,  he  was  allowed  to  go  to  England  on 
parole ;  a  friend  in  France  giving  security  of  15,000  livres  for  his 
return,  in  case  of  his  failure  to  procure  from  the  King  an  order  for  the 
fulfilment  of  the  terms  of  the  capitulation  of  Port  Royal.  (Le  Ministre 
a  Begon  13  Jan.  1694.)  He  did  not  succeed,  and  the  King  forbade  him 
to  return.  It  is  characteristic  of  him  that  he  preferred  to  disobey 
the  royal  order,  and  thus  incur  the  high  displeasure  of  his  sovereign, 
rather  than  break  his  parole  and  involve  his  friend  in  loss.  La  Houtan 
calls  him  a  "fort  galant  homme." 


22  NELSON  FAMILY. 

Letter  from  John  I  Nelson,      (mass.  hist.  soc.   coll.  3d 

SER.,  VOL.  I.) 

Paris,  January  26,  1698. 
May  it  Please  Your  Lordships. 

Having,  some  time  before  my  coming  from  England  to 
this  place,  laid  before  your  honours  a  certain  memorial 
relating  to  the  8th  Article  in  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded 
between  his  majesty  and  the  French  King,  which  as  you 
did  then  approve  of,  so  likewise  were  pleased  to  lay  your 
commands  for  further  information  of  anything  that  might 
happen  or  occur  to  my  Knowledge  by  my  being  in  France, 
and  by  my  acquaintance  with  those  here,  who  are  more  par- 
ticularly interested  in  those  countries,  wherein  I  have  not 
been  wanting,  to  sound  their  intentions  as  far  as  oppor- 
tunity has  permitted,  and  am  thereby  the  more  confirmed 
of  the  necessity  in  asserting  and  maintaining  our  right  in 
the  fishery,  and  having  them  especially  inserted  by  articles 
conformable  to  my  memorial  as  aforesaid.  "What  I  have 
now  further  to  add  for  your  lordship's  information  is,  That 
the  French  will  endeavour  —  and  accordingly  instructions 
will  be  given  unto  their  commissioners  —  to  endeavour  to 
extend  their  limits  unto  the  River  of  Kennebeck,  making 
that  the  boundary  between  us  on  the  eastern  parts  of  New 
England,  under  the  plausible  pretence  that,  that  river  being- 
more  noted,  and  of  the  largest  extent  of  any  in  those  parts, 
crossing  through  the  land  almost  unto  the  great  river  of 
Canada,  they  thereby  shall  be  able  to  withhold  the  Indians 
under  such  a  noted  boundary  from  any  further  excursions 
upon  us  on  the  western  side. —  But  presuming  that  it 
will  not  be  disagreeable  unto  your  lordships  that  I  give 
my  sentiments  herein  —  which  I  the  rather  do  to  prevent 
any  surprise  or  mistake,  which  may  arise  from  anjr  their 
specious  pretences  —  I  shall  therefore  expose  before  your 
honours  the  nature,  consequences,  and  value  of  such  a 
concession,  which  in  a  short  time  may  be  as  fatal  and  irre- 
parable unto  the  interest  of  the  crown  and  the  prosperity 
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of  those  countries,  as  the  late  surrender  of  Nova  Scotia  by 
the  treaty  of  Breda  has  proved  —  As  first,  I  cannot  see  any 
further  security  concerning  the  Indians;  but  on  the  con- 
trary, those  Indians  of  that  river  being  our  greatest  ene- 
mies, will  rather  be  encouraged  than  otherwise,  seeing  their 
country  delivered  up  unto  the  French,  which  those  bar- 
barous nations  will  rather  interpret  to  be  for  want  of 
power  to  keep,  than  any  voluntary  resignation ;  so  that 
we  shall  thereby  become  the  object  of  their  scorn  and  con- 
tempt, and  which  will  rather  encourage  than  restrain 
them  in  their  insolence  and  enterprises  upon  us :  whereas, 
if  the  French  will  truly  endeavour  to  maintain  and  pro- 
mote the  publick  peace  and  tranquillity  nothing  is  more 
easy  than  to  restrain  them  under  the  limits  they  were 
formerly  bounded  in,  which  is  the  Eiver  of  St.  George,  about 
five  leagues  to  the  eastward  of  Peinaquid,  and  was  always 
the  ancient  boundary  in  my  late  uncle  Sir  Thomas  Temple's 
patent,  further  than  which  they  have  no  manner  of  pretence 
or  claim ;  but  the  consequence  to  us,  on  the  contrary,  will 
be  of  utmost  moment ;  as,  first,  we  shall  hereby  be  deprived 
of  four  or  five  of  our  best  fishing  harbours ;  secondly,  the 
river  being  of  much  larger  extent  than  Piscataqua,  will 
be  a  perpetual  supply  of  masts,  timber,  deal  boards,  when 
the  others  will  fail,  many  parts  of  it  being  already  ex- 
hausted by  the  continued  exportation  that  has  been  made  j 
thirdly,  the  goodness  of  the  land  and  its  convenient  situa- 
tion renders  it  advantageous  to  be  reestablished,  by  which 
and  a  prudent  management  of  things  with  the  natives,  I 
do  not  hold  it  impossible  nor  improbable  to  reduce  them  to 
their  ancient  amity  with  us ;  for  it  will  manifestly  be  their 
interest  so  to  do,  by  reason  of  their  being  amongst  us,  and 
that  we  can,  and  always  do  supply  them  cheaper,  and  give 
better  prices  for  their  peltry,  than  the  French ;  for  it  was 
not  through  hatred  to  us,  but  by  the  mismanagement  of 
some  amongst  us,  of  which  the  French  took  advantage, 
insinuating  things  wholly  suppositious,  whereby  they  at 
last  have  influenced  them  to  break  out  into  war  as  at  pres- 
ent.—  I  say,  notwithstanding  which  they  are  to  be  regained, 
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being  a  people  that  love  their  own  interest ;  and  do  know 
and  study  it  as  much  as  others,  &c.  As  to  our  fishery  on 
the  coast  of  Cape  Sables,  I  find  they  will  obstruct  us  if  they 
can,  and  that  nothing  but  a  vigorous  asserting  of  our  unin- 
terrupted right  and  custom  will  preserve  us  herein;  But 
having  in  my  former  memorial  said  what  is  necessary  on 
this  and  other  subjects,  I  shall  not  now  further  detain  your 
lordships,  hoping,  that  about  three  weeks  hence,  I  may  be 
in  London,  where  if  in  any  thing  I  may  yet  be  serviceable, 
I  shall  at  all  times  be  ready  to  obey  your  lordships'  com- 
mands, &c. 

I  am,  with  all  profound  respect, 

Your  lordships'  most  humble 

and  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Nelson 
Read  November  17,  1698. 


Letter  from  James  Lloyd,  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  to 
Samuel  Breck  in  Philadelphia.  (Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Proc.  1863.) 

August  20th,  1817. 
My  Dear  Sir, — I  notice,  from  your  letter  to  Anna,  that 
the  motto  on  our  carriage  had  attracted  some  attention,  and 
become  an  object  of  speculation ;  that  in  the  newspapers  it 
had  been  called  a  riddle ;  and  I  also  observe  your  wish  to 
receive  from  me  an  explanation  of  it.  From  the  propounder 
of  a  riddle,  the  solution  you  know,  is  not  fairly  to  be  ex- 
pected; in  addition  to  which,  the  story  will  not  only  be 
long,  but,  being  about  a  family  connection,  will  be  a  pros- 
ing one,  except  to  those  immediately  interested  in  it.  I 
shall  therefore  feel  no  great  inclination  to  give  it,  for  the 
indulgence  of  an  idle  curiosity,  to  a  common  querist;  but 
from  you  the  inquiry  is  a  natural  one,  and  I  feel  bound 
from  many  motives  to  accede  to  your  request,  and  to  fur- 
nish the  reply  to  it  which  follows. 
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My  maternal  great  grandfather  (you  will  perceive  what 
you  are  coming  to),  John  Nelson,  was  a  spirited  and  re- 
spectable inhabitant  of  Boston  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
seventeenth  century.  He  was  related  to  the  Temple  and 
Buckingham  families  in  England :  one  of  his  daughters  was 
the  mother  of  the  late  Sir  John  Temple,  a  second  married 
the  father  of  Edward  Dowse,1  Esq.,  of  Dedham  ;  and  a  third, 
my  grandfather,  Henry  Lloyd,  of  the  Manor,  '  Lloyd's 
Neck/  or  '  Queen's  Village/  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

In  1689,  Mr.  Nelson  headed  the  Bostonians  who  sur- 
rounded the  Government  fort,  turned  the  guns  of  a  batte^ 
in  the  vicinity  on  it,  and  demanded  the  delivery  thereof, 
and  the  surrender  of  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  an  arbitrary  and 
unpopular  royal  governor,  who  had  retired  to  it  for  secur- 
ity ;  but,  thinking  it  safest  to  comply  with  the  summons, 
he  delivered  up  the  fort,  and  was  shortly  after  shipped  from 
the  colony  for  England.  Soon  after  this,  Mr.  Nelson,  being 
in  Nova  Scotia  on  mercantile  business,  was  taken  prisoner 
by  the  French  or  the  Indian  allies,  and  carried  to  Quebec ; 
where,  obtaining  intelligence  of  an  intended  and  important 
expedition  that  was  then  preparing  in  Canada  against  the 
settlements  on  the  Penobscot  and  Piscataqua  Rivers,  at 
the  very  great  risk  of  life  he  endeavored  to  communicate 
the  designs  of  the  French  to  the  Government  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  succeeded  in  his  attempt  by  procuring  two 
Frenchmen  to  be  the  bearers  of  the  information,  who,  after 
executing  their  commission,  were  retaken,  carried  to  Can- 
ada, and  punished  as  deserters. —  Mr.  Nelson  was  carried 
out  with  them,  in  expectation  of  sharing  the  same  fate. 
They  were  shot  before  his  eyes :  but  he  was  remanded  to 
prison,  and  soon  after  sent  to  France;  and  when  on  his 
passage,  being  still  alive  to  the  interests  of  his  country  he 
again  succeeded,  by  prevailing  on  a  fellow-passenger,  to 
carry  information  of  a  second  project  of  the  French  to  send 
twelve  men-of-war  and  two  thousand  troops,  which  were 
then  daily  expected  in  Canada  from  Europe,  to  make  a  de- 

1  An  error,  no  da.  of  John  Nelson  married  a  Dowse. 
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scent  on  the  English  colonies,  and  to  sweep  the  coast  from 
New  Hampshire  to  Carolina. 

On  his  arrival  in  France,  he  was  confined  in  a  small  hole 
or  dungeon  for  two  years,  without  being  permitted  to  see 
any  one  other  than  the  person  who  fed  him  with  his 
victuals  through  a  grate.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time,  a 
gentleman  who  had  noticed  these  daily  supplies  had  the 
curiosity  to  inquire  who  the  prisoner  was,  and  to  speak  to 
him,  and  offer  his  services.  Mr.  Nelson  desired  no  other 
favor  than  the  transmission  of  a  letter  from  him  to  his 
friends  in  England;  in  consequence  of  which,  a  demand 
was  soon  after  made  for  his  exchange  or  release.  He  was 
then  considered  as  a  person  of  some  importance,  and  was 
taken  from  his  dungeon,  and  sent  to  the  Bastille ;  where  he 
remained  until  shortly  before  the  termination  of  the  war 
by  the  Peace  of  Ryswick,  when  he  was  allowed  to  go  to 
England  on  his  parole,  and  on  security  being  given  by  a 
French  gentleman  (tradition  says  in  the  penal  sum  of  twenty 
thousand  pounds)  for  his  return.  Soon  after  this  peace  was 
concluded ;  and,  the  circumstances  of  his  situation  and  con- 
duct having  excited  some  attention,  he  was  questioned 
respecting  by  King  William,  who  also  asked  him  if  he 
intended  going  to  France ;  observing,  that,  as  the  war  was 
then  ended,  his  doing  it  was  unnecessary.  Mr.  Nelson  re- 
plied, it  was  his  intention  to  return;  and  mentioned  the 
security  that  had  been  given  for  him.  The  King,  with  some 
warmth,  repeated,  that  it  was  unnecessary,  and  forbade  him 
to  do  it.  '  Will  your  majesty  then  pay  my  bonds  ? '  was 
asked.  'No!'  said  the  King.  Then  Nelson  replied, 
'  Please  God  I  live,  I'll  go ! '  and  go  he  did.  And  as  an 
evidence  of  respect  for  his  memory,  and  admiration  of  his 
integrity  and  independence,  one  of  his  remote  descendants, 
your  present  correspondent — has  adopted  his  answer  as  a 
motto  for  the  coat-of-arms  on  which  those  of  his  ancestor 
are  quartered. 

The  sequel  of  the  history  of  Mr.  Nelson  is  neither  a  very 
grateful  nor  a  very  uncommon  one.    After  delivering  him- 
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self  up  in  France,  he  was  discharged,  and  returned  to  Eng- 
land, where,  Hutchinson  in  his  '  History  of  Massachusetts,' 
says,  he  was  brought  into  trouble  for  going  back  to  France 
contrary  to  the  King's  order ;  but  at  length  returned  to  his 
family  after  ten  or  eleven  years'  absence.  His  private  con- 
cerns, during  this  period,  suffered  extremely;  nor  did  he  re- 
ceive any  compensation  for  his  disinterested  and  hazardous 
services  and  sufferings  either  from  the  royal  or  colonial  gov- 
ernments. Probably  his  manliness  and  honesty  prevented 
the  one,  and  his  dispositions  and  religious  opinions  at  that 
day  impeded  the  other;  for  the  same  author  (Hutchinson,  in 
whose  words  most  of  the  preceding  narrative  is  given)  re- 
marks, in  reference  to  his  conduct  at  the  seizure  of  Sir 
Edmund  Andros,  that  he  was  a  young  gentleman  of  good 
family,  an  enemy  to  the  tyrannical  government  of  Andros, 
but  an  episcopalian  in  principle,  and  of  a  gay,  free  temper, 
which  prevented  his  being  allowed  any  share  in  the  admin- 
istration after  it  was  settled,  although  he  was  at  the  head 
of  the  party  that  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  fort.  The 
same  objections,  probably,  attached  to  him  through  life,  as 
he  was  not  of  a  temper  to  obviate  them :  and  a  similar  fate, 
in  some  degree  has  followed  his  memory ;  for  although  it 
has  been  honored  and  cherished  by  his  posterity,  and  a 
shade  of  imputation  never  rested  on  it,  yet  two  reverend 
editors  or  compilers  of  'Annals  of  New  England,'  and  '  The 
Eminent  Men  of  it,'  amid  a  host  of  others  whom  it  would 
puzzle  the  genius  of  a  Pope  or  a  Churchill  to  damn  to  fame, 
even  in  verse  that  might  otherwise  be  immortal,  have  not 
deemed  his  name  worthy  of  their  notice ;  I  should  hope, 
from  ignorance  of  the  preceding  facts, —  some  of  which, 
though  not  the  principal  part,  are  derived  from  family 
anecdotes, —  rather  than  from  the  prevalence  of  the  same 
ungracious  and  uncharitable  feelings  which  actuated  their 
predecessors. 

Voila,  my  friend,  the  denouement  you  have  asked  of 
the  mystery  '  of  the  motto.'  If  the  perusal  carries  with  it 
anything  of  penance,  you  have  to  remember,  it  is  wholly  of 
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your  own  seeking ;  although  I  cannot  say  there  is  ordi- 
narily much  of  comfort  or  of  consolation  to  be  derived  from 
this  reflection. 

Yours  affectionately,  &c,  &c, 

James  Lloyd 


John  I  Nelson's  estate  of  Long  Island. 

Long  Island  is  an  island  of  some  200  acres,  situated  in 
Boston  Harbor ;  in  1641  it  was  claimed  by  the  Earl  of  Stir- 
ling ;  prior  to  1690  the  entire  island,  with  the  exception  of 
4|  acres,  was  vested  in  John  I  Nelson;  Juue  4th  1690  he 
sold  it  for  £1,200.  to  Wm  and  Benj.  Browne,  of  Salem,  the 
deed  of  sale  however  became,  by  agreement,  a  mortgage, 
which  was  paid  off  September  1724 ;  in  1734  when  John  I 
Nelson  died,  Long  Island  was  held  by  his  heirs  as  tenants  in 
common ;  in  1744  his  son-in-law  Robert  Temple  acquired  for 
£12,000.  Mass  curry,  the  rights  of  four  of  the  heirs ;  at  a 
subsequent  period  the  said  Robert  Temple  and  the  others 
interested,  conveyed  Long  Island  to  Charles  Apthorpe,  of 
Salem. 


Note  on  a  portrait  of  John  I  Nelson,  painted  by  Sinibert.1 

This  portrait,  formerly  in  the  possession  of  Senator  James 
Lloyd,  of  Boston,  was  presented  by  him  (1824)  to  Mr.  John 


1  Mr.  Augustus  T.  Perkins,  writing  to  me  from  Boston,  under  date 
of  April  5th,  1880,  says : 

"I  went  to-day  to  see  the  portrait  of  Mr.  John  Nelson  at  Miss  Bor- 
land's, and  had  a  long  look  at  the  picture. 

"  I  have  no  doubt  about  it,  the  copy  is  a  good  one,  and  is  a  fair  ex- 
ample of  Smibert's  manner. 

"I  have  no  doubt  as  to  the  original  being  by  Smibert,  as  the  only 
other  painter  of  note  who  could  have  painted  it  was  Blackburn,  and  I 
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Nelson  Lloyd,  of  Lloyd's  Neck,  L.  I.,  N.  Y.,  and  is  now  the 
property  of  his  descendants. 

The  painting  36  x  44J  inches,  nearly  full  face,  inclined  to 
the  right,  dress  of  a  magistrate,  wig,  the  left  hand  holds 
folds  of  gown,  the  right  hand  leans  on  a  couple  of  books, 
which  are  supported  by  a  pediment  on  the  ledge  of  which 
is  "  Aet  78,  1732." ;  at  the  top  of  portrait,  in  the  corner  to 
the  left,  in  yellow,  the  Nelson  arms,  surmounted  by  helmet 
and  crest;  to  the  right,  in  background,  landscape  with  river 
in  the  distance. 

Copies. 

I  have  a  fac-simile  copy  of  this  portrait  made  for  me, 
through  the  kind  permission  of  the  owner,  in  1879  by  0.  J. 
Lay  of  N.  Y. 

There  is  also  a  copy  in  the  possession  of  Miss  Alida  Bor- 
land of  Boston,  by  Frothingham,  executed  prior  to  1824. 

Miss  Borland's  painting  is  smaller  than  the  original,  but 
the  figure  appears  to  be  of  the  same  dimensions;  the  left 
hand  is  omitted  and  the  right  one  is  in  an  horizontal  posi- 
tion, and  rests  on  a  single  book. 

am  sure  it  is  not  by  him.  It  has  in  fact  all  the  marks  of  Smibert 
about  it. 

"  I  have  just  had  a  nice  copy  made  of  a  fine  Smibert  of  old  Colonel 
Edward  Winslow ;  during  the  painting  of  this  copy,  I  had  a  chance  to 
study  Smibert's  manner,  and  on  this  account  I  speak  confidently  about 
the  Lloyd's  portrait  of  Mr.  Nelson. 

"A  Blackburn  might  be  mistaken  for  an  early  Copley,  but  Smibert 
had  a  manner  quite  his  own." 
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LETTERS  FROM  MEMBERS  OF  THE  NELSON  FAMILY,  ARRANGED 
CHRONOLOGICALLY.1 

John  I  Nelson  to  Henry  Lloyd,  Queen's  Village,  N.  T. 2 

Boston  Jan:  9:  1709. 
Mr  Loyd  Sr 

I  have  not  been  at  the  Island3  this  fortnight  but  heare 
they  are  all  well  —  yesterday  my  good  friend  Mr  John  Hub- 
bard died  —  after  a  small  time  of  sickness,  I  pray  god 
preserve  &  fitt  you  for  his  will  &  pleasure  to  whom  I 
recomend  you  being  yr  very  Lo:  father 

Jo.  Nelson 

remember  my  love  &  blessing  to  both  my  daughters. 


John  I  Nelson  to  Henry  Lloyd,  Queen's  Village,  N.  Y. 

Dorchester,  Aug8t  15  1709. 
Mr  Loyd,  Sr 

my  "Wife  recd  yr  Lr  :  noteing  the  safe  deliurance  &  welfare 
of  our  daughter,  for  wch  we  bless  God  and  doe  heartilie 
rejoice  wth  you  that  he  hath  been  pleasd  to  give  you  a  son 
whom  I  hope  will  be  presarved  for  yr  future  Comfort. 
Betty  Hubbard4  tho  not  soe  sound  as  might  haue  been 
wished,  yett  I  hope  her  comeing  will  be  a  seasonable  diuer- 
sion  and  assistance  to  yr  selfe  and  wife.  I  propose  to  be 
wth  you  the  next  month  in  the  meane  time  my  Wife  giues 
her  hearty  Loue  and  remembrance  to  you  booth,  &  wishes 
she  could  be  wth  you.    our  family  thank  God  are  all  in  good 

1  The  originals  are  in  the  possession  of  the  Lloyd  family  of  Lloyd's 
Neck,  N.  Y. 

2  Now  known  as  Lloyd's  Neck. 

3  Long  Island,  Boston  Harbor. 

4  His  daughter  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Hubbard. 
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health.  Peggie 1  &  Hitty 2  likewise  send  you  their  seruise 
and  Lone  to  yr  selfe  and  theire  sister.  Yesterday  arriued  a 
ship  from  London  who  aduises  that  the  fleet  saild  from 
England  the  27th  July  Eight  days  before  she  came  out  so 
that  we  may  Expect  them  hourerly,  we  haue  had  a  very 
great  drought  soe  that  I  shall  be  forced  to  putt  away  my 
whole  stock  for  want  of  hay,  wch  I  must  confess  is  of  heauie 
consequence  to  me, —  but  must  submitte  to  this  as  well  as 
Other  dispensations  of  God,  for  wcb  I  pray  his  assistance. 
I  haue  not  further  to  ad,  saving  that  I  would  haue  you 
Assured  that  my  desire  and  Edeauors  shall  euer  be  to  dis- 
charge myselfe  towards  you  as  becomes  yr  very  L°  father 

Jo  Nelson 


John  I  Nelson  to  Henry  Lloyd. 

Dorchester,  Octo  28 :  1709 — 
Dear  Mr  Loyd  Sr 

God  in  his  holy  will  &  providence  is  pleased  to  follow  me 
wth  many  afflictions,  amoungs*  which  none  has  been  more 
sensible  to  me  than  the  sorrowfull  circumstance,  &  condi- 
tion, poor  Becky3  seems  (by  yr  letter)  to  be  in.  I  hope  her 
sisters  coming  and  assistance  may  be  of  some  reliefe  to  her, 
&  tho'  her  stay  wth  you  is  designed  to  be  but  short,  yett  we 
propose  to  supply  that  defect ;  by  the  comeing  up  of  Hitty  4 
in  her  stead,  wch  will  be  the  next  week.  I  know  not  what 
further  to  doe  for  her  at  this  distance  saueing  my  prayers 
to  god,  for  yr  support  &  her  recouvrie  wch  I  trust  thro'  his 
infinite  mercy  he  will  grant  to  our  mutuall  Joy  and  Com- 
fort, in  hope  of  wch  I  remaine  yr  very 

Louing  Father. 

J?.  Nelson 

1  His  daughter  Margaret,  later  Mrs.  Steele. 

2  His  daughter  Mehetable,  later  Mrs.  Temple. 

3  His  daughter  Rebecca,  Mrs.  Lloyd. 

4  His  daughter  Mehetable,  later  Mrs.  Temple. 
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John  I  Kelson  to  Henry  Lloyd,  Queen's  Village,  N.  Y. 

Boston,  Feb:  12:  171f. 
Mr.  Henry  Lloyd,  Sir: 

Since  yr  Last  to  me  we  have  reed  a  letter  from  yr  wife  to 
her  sister  Peggie 1  whereby  we  have  been  informed  of  ye 
state  of  yr  family  and  are  much  concerned  to  hear  of  ye 
Lingering  indisposition  with  which  you  have  been  so  much 
afflicted,  but  are  in  hopes  that  by  this  time  you  are  restored 
to  your  health.  It  has  pleased  God  to  distinguish  our  fam- 
ily here  by  preserving  us  in  the  visitations  and  sicknesses 
wch  these  parts  have  laid  under  for  a  long  time,  whereby 
many  people  have  died;  but  we  begin  now  to  be  more 
healthy  &c.  "With  this  you  have  enclosed  our  deed  for 
those  Lands  in  Pennsylvania  in  as  good  form  as  could  be 
done  in  this  place,  and  if  anything  be  wanting,  shall  be 
ready  to  Such  further  methods  as  may  be  prescribed.  I  have 
agreed  with  my  Br  Tailer2  that  instead  of  f  being  his  nat- 
ural due,  there  is  to  be  allowed  him  but  one  half.  The 
Charges  in  recovery  first  to  be  deducted,  so  that  you  may 
now  dispose  of  it  as  you  shall  see  fitting.  As  for  my  Bro- 
thers 2  part,  I  shall  Endeavor  to  discharge  it,  so  hope  you 
will  meet  with  a  good  price  for  it,  and  that  it  may  be  some 
assistance  to  you  in  yr  affairs  &c  —  You  have  further  in- 
closed a  copy  of  Eastwicke's  letter  to  me,  to  wch  I  give  no 
other  answer  saving  that  I  shall  always  be  ready  to  inter- 
pose between  you  for  a  mutual  peace  and  agreement,  wch, 
if  obtained  by  any  reasonable  settlement,  would  be  the  fu- 
ture Quiet  and  happiness  of  both  families.  I  have  written 
him  that  I  am  in  hopes  of  seeing  you  here,  and  then  upon 
full  discourse  shall  send  him  yr  resolves.  We  all  flatter 
ourselves  that  you  will  be  with  us  this  summer.  My  boy 
Harry  grows  in  shapes,  beauty  and  humor,  the  most  agree- 
able and  pleasant  child  in  the  world.  So  you  must  in  no 
ways  think  of  removing  him  from  us.     My  daughter  Hub- 

1  His  daughter  Margaret,  later  Mrs.  Steele. 

2  Lieut. -Gov.  Tailer,  his  wife's  brother. 
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bard,  is  lately  brought  to  bed  of  a  fine  Girl  named  Ann. 
This  next  March  they  are  removing  from  the  Ironworks 
to  settle  on  my  Lower  Farm  leaving  that  business  to  his 
Brother  to  manage.  Your  Correspondent  Mr.  Callender 
has  shut  up  shop  and  Craved  License  of  his  creditors  for 
time.  How  you  are  circumstanced  with  him  I  know  not, 
but  from  hence  you  may  take  your  measures  &c :  All  things 
in  these  part  run  very  difficult  for  want  of  money  in  our 
Ordinary  affairs.  The  Country  paper  bills  being  daily  called 
in,  so  that  our  distress  on  this  head  begins  to  be  very  great. 
There  are  projections  on  foot  to  Establish  a  bank  of  Credit 
upon  real  estates  to  the  value  of  £2  or  300,000 ;  wht  ye  suc- 
cess of  it  will  be  is  yet  uncertain.  Our  General  Court  has  it 
now  under  their  consideration,  and  tis  to  be  hoped  may 
have  a  good  issue. —  I  have  met  with  difficulties  in  my  per- 
sonal affairs,  but  shall  wade  thro'  them  &  then  hope  to  find 
leisure  to  visit  your  parts,  of  which  I  had  some  thoughts  the 
last  Summer,  which  occasioned  my  long  silence.  If  you  and 
my  Daughter  come  hither,  I  shall  endeavor  to  accompany 
you  on  your  return.  My  wife,  mother,  Peggie,  Hittie x  and 
my  two  boys,  all  of  them  give  their  hearty  love  and  respects 
to  you  both.  Pray  bid  Beckie 2  kiss  her  two  children  in  my 
behalf  and  tell  her  I  love  her  dearly.  That  God  may  take 
you  under  His  protection  and  prosper  you  in  all  yr  affairs 
is  the  daily  and  hearty  prayer  of  your  most  affectionate  and 
loving  ffather, 

Jo  Nelson 

This  day  we  are  in  Towne  to  solemnize  the  funeral  of  Mr. 
Sergeant,  who  died  on  Monday  last. 

1  His  daughter  Mehetable,  later  Mrs.  Temple. 

2  His  daughter,  Mr.  Lloyd's  wife. 
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John  I  Nelson  to  Henry  Lloyd,  Queen's  Village,  N.  Y. 

Boston,  June  28  1715. 
Mr  Lloyd  Sr 

We  have  been  in  expectation  of  Hittie's1  return  untill 
her  letter  to  her  sister,  wherein  she  informs  of  the  appre- 
hension she  was  in  by  reason  of  ye  smale  pox  att  Yorke 
&c.  I  should  be  glad  if  wth  due  care  of  her  selfe  she  might 
obtaine  some  safe  passage  before  the  summer  season  were 

over,  etc ;  we  are  in  probability  of  a  good 

yeare  if  the  seasons  don*  prove  too  wett  which  hitherto 
hinders  the  makeing  of  our  hay,  but  I  hope  will  not  con- 
tinue :  tell  Hitty *  that  Madm  Lawne  is  here  from  Carolina 
in  order  for  a  passage  to  England  about  6  weeks  hence, 
we  are  in  dayly  expectations  of  our  new  Gouernors  Arivall 
which  will  change  the  face  of  affairs  wth  us  Our  present 
Gouernor  &  the  G-enerall  Court  being  at  such  difference  as 
to  cause  theire  prorouging  without  settling  the  Tax  and 
many  other  necessarie  things  which  will  cause  some  con- 
fution. 

I  remain  yr  Lo  father  &c 

J°  Nelson 


John  I  Nelson  to  Henry  Lloyd. 

Boston  ye  8th  of  March  1716 
Mr  Lloyd  :  7  ~ 

Sr 

Your  Uncle  Brinley  some  time  since  sent  me 
your  papers  relating  to  Queens  Village ;  with  his  senti- 
ments thereon,  I  have  communicated  the  case  to  those  mos 
Knowing,  but  in  perticulor  unto  Mr  Auchmuty,  whome  we 
all  esteem  to  be  very  learned  in  the  Law,  he  came  over  wtb 
our  Governor,  &  is  first  in  practice  in  these  parts  you  have 

1  His  daughter  Mehetable,  later  Mrs.  Temple. 
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his  Opinion  under  his  hand,  wh  cost  me  but  20s,  he  tells  me 
it  is  wholly  needless,  to  send  to  England  for  further  Advice, 
soe  have  thought  fitt  to  goe  to  noe  other  Charge,  I  Know 
not  what  progress  or  prosecution  has  been  made  wf  you 
in  this  affaire,  however  I  propose  his  personall  comeing  to 
you,  in  case  necessity  so  constrained,  which  I  believe  may 
be  obtained  of  him,  in  Case  you  see  it  necessary,  and  the 
Heather  for  that  he  seems  desirous  to  see  York,  &  thereby 
may  be  the  more  reasonable,  the  papers  you  sent  Mr 
Brindly  I  keep  by  me,  &  being  but  copies,  suppose  you 
could  not  want  them,  so  remaine  w*  me  for  further  Orders, 
I  have  been  neare  a  month  att  Mf  Hubards,  where  I  have 
in  a  maner  kept  my  bed  the  most  part  of  the  time,  by 
reason  of  a  very  great  Cold,  since  which  the  weather  has 
been  and  is  Such,  in  those  parts,  as  renders  my  intended 
Coming  to  you,  impracticable,  besides  Other  Affairs  of  Such 
moment  has  fallen  out,  that  I  have  put  off  all  thoughts  of 
comeing  to  you  for  this  season,  and  Soe  must  wait  a  more 
Suitable  opportunity,  we  Expect  Peggies1  comeing  to  us  as 
Soone  as  the  Season  and  opportunity  can  permitt,  and  am 
of  opinion  that  her  best  way  will  be  via  Road  Island,  for 
there  is  a  Stage  Coach  erected  from  Bristoll  to  Boston, 
wS  will  Render  her  Journey  more  rapid,  and  we  are  all  very 
Joy  full  of  Beckies2  safe  delivery,  and  of  your  new  Son, 
I  pray  god  bless  him,  with  all  ye  Rest,  how  you  will  or  can 
contrive  about  Henry's  parting  w^  his  Mother  &  peggey3 
I  Know  not,  I  believe  it  will  be  difficult,  but  must  leave  it 
to  your  discretion,  could  heartily  wish,  ware  it  only  for  his 
Sake,  that  I  had  any  conveniancey  in  Boston  for  his  School- 
ing, w^  I  am  projecting  to  Obtaine,  &  then  should  take  a 
through  care  of  him.  We  have  nothing  now  worth  In- 
forming, our  family  thank  God  all  in  Good  health,  and 
remain  as  Usualy,  only  our  maid  peny  is  out  published,  unto 
one  Dunton,  whome  peggi 3  Knows,  &  at  which  she  will  be 


1  His  daughter,  Margaret,  later  Mrs.  Steele. 

2  His  daughter,  Mrs.  Lloyd. 

3  His  daughter  Margaret,  later  Mrs.  Steele. 
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Surprised.  Our  hearty  Love  and  prayers  are  for  your  pros- 
perity and  welfare,  which  I  pray  may  be  accepted,  being  all 
I  can  now  offer  to  you,  from 

yr  most  affectionet  &  Lo :  Father 
J£  Nelson 


John  I  Nelson  to  Henry  Lloyd. 

Boston  May  24:  1717. 
Mr  Henry  Lloyd  Sr 

I  hope  you  haue  recd  mine  in  Answer  to  what  you  write 
relateing  to  yr  affairs  wth  Mr  Eastwick,  which  went  by  the 
post,  since  wch  we  are  under  a  deep  concern  about  Peggies 1 
returne  for  that  here  is  on  our  Coast  a  pirate  who  hath 
taken  severall  Vessells,  so  that  it  will  be  noe  waies  safe  for 
her  to  come  by  water,  at  least  not  further  than  road  Island, 
but  it  would  be  better  by  land  from  New  London  tho  of 
more  charges,  we  are  all  in  great  solicitude  about  her,  and 
very  much  want  her  being  with  us,  Therefore  pray  yr  best 
assistance  &  of  which  pray  lett  me  haue  notice  by  the  post, 
so  that  we  may  in  some  measure  be  delivered  from  our  fears, 
we  remaine  in  health  .  .  .  my  sone  Temple 2  is  in  buis- 
siness  at  the  Docks,  but  not  bound,  Paschall2  goes  to  Ool- 
edge  this  summer,  we  have  news  from  my  Brother  Tailer3 
who  is  likely  to  succeed  in  pretentions  by  means  of  my 
Lord  Cobham, 4  to  whom  I  recommended  him,  soe  that  we 
dayly  expect  his  returne. 

Yr  most  affectionate  father  &c 

J°  Nelson 


1  His  daughter  Margaret,  later  Mrs.  Steele. 

2  His  sons. 

3  Lieut. -Gov.  Tailer,  his  wife's  brother. 

4  Sir  Kichard  Temple,  Bart.,  Lord  Cobham;  head  of  the  Temple 
family. 
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John  I  Nelson  to  Henry  Lloyd,  of  Queen's  Village,  N.  Y. 

from  Long  Island x  Octo :  14 :  1717. 
Mr  Henry  Lloyd  Sr 

my  Brother  Tailer 2  is    arrived  has  obtained   his 

establishment  for  half  pay  as  a  Colonell,  wcb  will  be 
worth  4  or  500u  this  country  money  pr  ann,  soe  that  his 
be  displaced  of  the  L"  Gouern"  has  proved  much  to  his  ad- 
vantage. Mr  Hubbard 3  has  been  about  six  weeks  sick  of 
a  feavor,  soe  that  we  were  affraid  of  loosing  of  him,  but 
is  now  recouering.  his  mother  was  buried  ye  last  week, 
Betty 4  expects  to  lye  in  euery  day.  we  are  thak  God  in 
good  health  in  our  Island  &c 

yr  Lo :  Father. 

J°  Nelson 


Margaret  Nelson 5  to  Henry  Lloyd,  of  Queen's  Village,  N.  Y. 

Boston  June  15th  1719. 

Dear  Brother  .  .  .  my  Lord  cob 6  we  find  by  what 
you  and  your  Brother  writs  is  very  bussie  in  our  affairs : 
tho  we  hear  nothing  from  him.  my  uncle  Tailer 2  is  informed 
by  Mr  Sanford  with  whom  he  left  my  father's  papers  that 
Coll  Nicholson  has  been  with  him  for  them  which  he  can* 
deliver  without  order  what  we  think  of  the  matter  is  that  he 
entends  to  prove  himself  the  heir  if  anything  be  done  .  .  . 

We  give  our  Service  &  love  wch  pray  except 

yours  M.  Nelson 

1  Long  Island,  Boston  Harbor. 

2Lieut.-Gov.  Tailer,  brother  of  Mrs.  John  I  Nelson. 

3  His  son-in-law. 

4  His  daughter,  Mrs.  Hubbard. 

5  Daughter  of  John  I  Nelson,  later  Mrs.  Steele. 

6  Sir  Eich'd  Temple,  Bart.,  Lord  Cobham ;  head  of  the  Temple  family. 
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Paschal  Nelson 1  to  Mrs.  Lloyd,1  Queen's  Village,  N.  T. 

Boston  Jany  15  1719/20. 
Dear  Sist  "We  were  all  at  sister  Hubbard's1  yesterday, 
we  were  very  morry  there  and  wanted  nothing  but  yr 
good  company  to  make  us  intirely  so;  we  all  drank  yr 
health  very  cheerfully  wch  shews  that  in  the  midst  of  our 
Jollity  we  did  not  forgett  you.  My  father  has  sent  all  his 
papers  over  to  my  lord  Cobham 2  who  is  very  solicitous 
about  getting  Sr  Thomas  Temple 3  Estate  so  we  hope  for 
some  things  at  last.  Unkle  Tayler4  who  is  now  sent  to 
treat  with  the  Indians  designs  to  go  for  England  in  the 
Spring,  the  weather  has  been  so  excessive  cold  y*  I  came 
from  the  Island 5  to  Boston  wth  a  horse.  Mr  Rich?  Hubbarde 
is  married  to  Widdow  Sibbins.  "We  are  are  all  very  well  (ex- 
cept Sis :  Peggy  6  who  has  sprained  her  Ankle)  and  give  our 
loves  to  you.  Henry7  grows  very  fast  both  in  Stature 
and  in  his  Books,  is  at  school  now  but  told  me  to  give  his 
duty  to  you  both.  Give  my  love  to  Mr  Lloyd  and  accopt 
the  Same  from  Dear  Sister  yor  Loving  Brother 

Paschl:l  Nelson 

Sister  Peggy 6  reed:  the  Letters  and  delivered  them  to  Mr 
Morrise  &  Mr  Hubbard : 

1  Children  of  John  I  Nelson. 

2  Sir  Bich'd  Temple,  Bart.,  Lord  Cobham  ;  head  of  the  Temple  family. 

3  Brother  of  John  I  Nelson's  mother. 

4  Lieut. -Gov.  Tailer,  brother  of  Mrs.  John  I  Nelson. 

5  Long  Island,  Boston  Harbor. 

6  Margaret,  daughter  of  John  I  Nelson,  later  Mrs.  Steele. 

7  Son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lloyd. 
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Margaret  Nelson1  to  Henry  Lloyd. 

Boston  March  28^  (1720). 
Dear  Brother  .   .   .  Mrs  Hity 2  gives  me  leive  to  con- 
firm what 3  I  writ  in  my  Last  to  my  sister    She  gives  her 
service  so  do  we  all. 

I  am  yr  friend  &  Sister 

M.  Nelson 


John  I  Nelson  to  Mrs.  Henry  Lloyd. 

Boston  May  9  :  1720. 
My  dear  Becky 

Yr  Husband  formerly  allarmd  us  wth  ye  afflictive  news  of 
yr  ill  state  of  health,  but  by  yr  Brother  Loyd,  we  since  were 
advised  of  yr  recouery  and  remain'd  under  the  satisfaction 
of  it,  untill  by  a  letter  from  Mr  Loyd  unto  Mr  Hubbard  of 
the  22  of  Aprill  last,  we  have  again  been  under  a  deep  con- 
cerne  by  reason  of  yr  relapses,  soe  that  our  fears  and  Greif s 
are  very  great  on  yr  regard,  and  the  rather  for  as  much  as 
you  are  soe  far  separated  from  ye  comfort  you  might  have 
were  you  amoungst  us  wh  we  all  heartily  desire,  &  to 
obtaine  which  yr  Br  Paschall 4  is  designed  this  next  vacation 
or  comencem*  to  come  to  you  &  as  far  as  is  possible  to 
persuade  Mr  Loyd  to  come  wth  you  to  us,  or  at  least  to 
permitt  yr  Coming  under  the  conduct  of  yr  Brother,4  lett 
not  yr  children  be  any  hindrance,  but  rather  bring  wth  you 
those  whom  you  may  think  most  requisite,  &  we  shall  dis- 
pose of  them  amoungst  us.  I  heare  that  you  give  yourself 
up  to  Melancholly,  but  have  a  care,  you  give  noe  way  to  it ; 

1  Margaret,  daughter  of  John  I  Nelson,  later  Mrs.  Steele. 

2  Mehetable,  daughter  of  John  I  Nelson,  later  Mrs.  Temple. 

3  Probably  alluding  to  her  engagement  to  Mr.  Temple. 

4  His  son  Paschal  Nelson. 
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I  am  apprehensive  that  you  greve  too  much  at  the  Appre- 
hention  of  the  ill  Estate  of  my  Affairs,  wherein  I  can  safly 
assure  you  that  I  have  in  a  manner  gone  thro  all  my  diffi- 
culties, and  am  in  a  good  prospect  of  makeing  you  in  some 
measure  sensible  of  it,  as  well  as  of  the  Affection  that  my- 
self e  yr  Mother  and  all  of  usbeare  you,  therefore  let  nothing 
trouble  you,  but  banish  all  anxious  thoughts  either  about 
your  Selfe  or  us,  I  believe  you  may  in  a  short  time  haue 
the  news  of  booth  your  sisters 1  changeing  their  Condition 
unto  what  may  be  sutable  &  agreeable  to  themselues  &  us, 
I  would  haue  you  to  use  yr  utmost  persuation  wth  Mr  Loyd 
not  only  to  lett  you  come  but  that  he  accompanie  you  him- 
selfe,  &  soe  to  lett  you  remaine  untill  yr  recouerie,  and  such 
further  space  of  time  as  he  shall  see  convenient.  Give  us 
the  satisfaction  of  hearing  from  you  as  soone  as  possible, 
which  I  pray  God  may  be  wth  some  Comfort  whereby  to  be 
deliuered  from  ye  Consternation  we  are  now  in  for  you, 
I  shall  not  faile  to  put  up  my  earnest  prayers  for  you,  and 
that  we  may  once  more  see  you  againe  wth  us  with  Joy. 
Give  my  true  affection  &  respects  to  yr  husband,  and  I  pray 
God  bless  all  your  little  ones,  I  am  and  shall  alwaies  be  yr 
most  affectionate  father 

J°  Nelson 

pray  sister  let  no  your  being  wtb  child  if  y?  are  hinded 
your  coming,  nor  ye  thouhts  of  ye  expence  for  as  to  y* 
appearance  hear  we  will  contrive  so  that  it  shall  be  no 
charge  to  you.  I  remain  your  concern'd  sister. 

MeheV  Nelson2 

1  Mehetable,  Mrs.  Temple  ;  and  Margaret,  Mrs.  Steele. 

2  Mehetable  Nelson,  later  Mrs.  Temple. 
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Temple  II  Nelson1  to  Henry  Lloyd,  Queen's  Village,  N.  Y. 

Boston  y!  12th  June  1720. 
Dear  Brother 
Sr 
I  haue  not  gott  Mr  Morris  his  acc°  settled  as  yet,  it's 
not  my  fault  for  haue  been  wf  him  several  times,  and 
Promises  me  from  day  to  Day.     I  informed  you  per  my 
last  of  ye  rec*  of  12£  from  Your  Brother,  has  not  ordered 
any  more,  I  have  effects  of  his  in  my  hands  and  I  intend  to 
pay  Ml"  Clarke,  ye  Interest  of  your  bond  out  of  his  money — 
as  to  ye  settling  of  your  acc°  &c  here  shall  you  may  depend 
doe  it  as  soon  as  can  till  then  I  remain  Your  most  Obd*  S* 

and  Lov?  Brother 
Temple  Nelson 

It  rejoyed  us  all  to  hear  that  sister2  is  better  pray 
rememb  my  love  to  her. — this  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  B. 
Paschall. 1 


John  I  Nelson  to  Mrs.  Lloyd,  Queen's  Village,  N.  Y. 

Long  Island3  June  14:  1720. 
Dear  Becky 

Yr  Brother  Paschal1  takes  this  vacancy  to  see  you,  &  as  you 
may  think  proper  to  accompanie  you  to  us,  where  you  may 
Expect  as  Good  reception  as  we  are  capable  off,  Mr  Lloyd 
is  best  capable  to  concert  matters  booth  for  yr  proceeding 
and  returne,  the  Vessell  he  comes  in  giues  me  noe  time  to 
Enlarge  therefore  reffer  you  to  yr  Brother  for  all  necessarie 
Enquiries,  we  are  thank  God  all  in  health,  but  under  some 
difficulties  relateing  to  yr  Sister's  disposalls,  of  which  Pas- 

1  Son  of  John  I  Nelson. 

2  Mrs.  Lloyd. 

3  Boston  Harbor. 
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chall  will  more  perticularly  informe  you.  Excuse  this  my 
short  writing,  Yr  Mother  Giues  you  her  Love  &c :  M1'  Hub- 
bard &  wife  now  wth  me  does  the  same  I  pray  God  direct  you 
in  all  things,  my  due  regards  to  yr  husband  &  am  yr  Very 

Lo :  father :  J :  Nelson 


John  I  Nelson  to  Henry  Lloyd,  Queen's  Village,  N.  Y. 

Boston  July  4th  1720. 
Mr  Henry  Lloyd  Sr 

I  haue  yrs  of  June  20th  last  from  New  York,  wherein  you 
giue  good  hopes  of  Beckie's1  recouering,  wh  I  pray  God  grant 
&c.  It  is  now  about  a  fortnight  since  Paschall 2  went  from 
us  in  order  to  giue  you  a  Visitt  and  to  accompanie  his  Sister 
in  case  you  see  it  convenient  to  lett  her  come  to  us  I  leaue 
all  to  your  prudence  in  this  matter,  therefore  shall  say  noe 
further.  .  .  .  Peggie's3  Match  wth  Mr  Cuttley  meats  wth 
some  removals,  but  will  att  last  be  accomplished,  Hitty's4 
Sparke,  one  Mr  Temple5  we  Expect  Shortly  from  Ireland, 
had  they  not  each  been  soe  far  engaged,  here  has  since 
offered  to  booth,  matches  of  10,000£.  but  now  too  late, 
tho  I  believe  may  be  as  hapie  as  they  are,  since  booth  ye 
Gentlemen  are  of  very  Good  worth  and  circumstances,  we 
long  to  here  from  Paschall  &  yr  selfe  what  further  may 
relate  to  yr  Wife. 

yr  Very  Affectionate  L°  father 
J°  Nelson 


1  His  daughter,  Mrs.  Lloyd. 

2  Son  of  John  I  Nelson. 

3  His  daughter,  Margaret,  later  Mrs.  Steele. 

4  His  daughter,  Mehetable,  later  Mrs.  Temple. 

5  Capt.  Robert  Temple,  of  Ireland. 
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John  I  Nelson  to  Henry  Lloyd,  Queen's  Village,  N.  Y. 

Boston  Decern1?  28:  1721. 
Mr  Henry  Loyd,  Deare  Sr 

Tho  it  hath  pleased  God  to  visitt  us  in  these  parts  very 
seuerely  wth  the  smal  pox,  amoungst  which  my  familie  has 
hed  a  great  share,  nine  of  us  haueing  had  it  yett  thr6  his  great 
mercy  to  us  haue  all  escaped,  Mr  Cutler  onely  miscarried  and 
happilie  for  us  not  allied  to  our  familie  his  affairs  appear- 
ing since  his  death  very  bad,  poore  Peggie l  has  had  a  great 
escape,  tho  I  think  her  as  sincere  &  tender  a  mourner  as 
euer  was,  soe,  that  I  am  forced  to  keep  all  secret  from  her 
but  time  will  weare  these  things  out,  your  sone  will  out- 
grow your  expectation,  I  expect  to  heare  from  you  how  you 
intend  to  dispose  of  him,  this  long  vacation  has  put  him 
somewhat  back  in  his  learning  but  time  may  recouer  him 
if  you  dessigne  to  continue  him  for  his  studies,  he  now 
stands  next  of  Mr  Stoughton's2  relations  for  a  pention  of 
Six  pounds  pr  ann  att  ye  Colledge,  thd  I  must  confess  I  doe 
not  much  admire  the  Education  now  reed  from  thence, 
which  is  now  very  Loose  and  depraued  &  requires  a  strickt 
inspection  from  those  to  whom  they  immediately  belong, 
but  must  refer  this  to  yr  prudence.  Mr  Temple3  writes  at 
large  to  his  "Wife  of  the  undertaking  himself  and  Temple 
Nelson  is  now  engaged  in,  I  belieue  it  will  be  advanta- 
geous, soe  that  we  haue  call  and  business  enough  for  Hitty, 4 
for  which  she  must  prepare  herself e. — Tell  Paschall5  we 
much  blame  him  for  neglecting  writing  to  us. .  .  .  Mr  Temple6 
will  be  wth  you  in  the  Spring  &  if  I  can  intend  to  accom- 
panie  him   .   .   .   yr  most  affectionate  &  Louing  Father 

J?  Nelson 

iHis  daughter  Margaret,  later  Mrs.  Steele. 

2  Endowment  at  Harvard  College  of  Lieut. -Gov.  Stoughton,  unele  to 
Mrs.  John  I  Nelson. 

3  His  son-in-law,  Capt.  Bobert  Temple. 

4  His  daughter,  Mrs.  Temple. 

5  His  son. 

6  His  son-in-law,  Capt.  Robert  Temple. 
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John  I  Nelson  to  Henry  Lloyd,  Queen's  Village,  N.  Y. 

Boston  Long  Island  Apf  13 :  1723. 

Mr  Henry  Lloyd  S.r  .  .  .  my  son  Temple1  arriued  from 
a  place  called  Barbesia,  a  lonely  Dutch  plantation  on  the 
Maine,  60  leagues  to  ye  Leeward  of  Surrinam,  where  he  hath 
formed  a  projection  of  trade,  which  has  a  likely  aspect  of 
success,  his  vessel  is  now  returning  theithe,  and  in  ye  Fall 
of  ye  yeare  intends  to  go  himselfe  in  person. 

Capt  Temple 2  we  Expect  dayly  from  the  Eastward,  where 
he  has  spent  the  winter  in  the  fateagues  of  our  unhappy 
Indian  war,  the  End  &  Ishue  of  which  noe  man  can  See 
thro',  his  Wife  was  Brought  a  bed  about  a  moth  since,  with 
a  boy,  whom  we  have  named  Thomas,  but  are  under  fears 
for  him,  he  being  weaklie  —  we  are  as  yet  kept  out  of  pos- 
session of  Nodls  Island,3  at  first  by  the  obstinacy  of  the 
Tenant,  who  has  made  all  the  depredations  possible,  in  the 
fencing,  buildings  and  stock,  and  at  last  is  escaped  into 
Road  Island,  to  avoid  the  Executions  of  Judgments  ob- 
tained, soe  that  Mr  Yeamins  will  receive  about  1000£ 
damage  &c.  Since  which  Mr  Dauid  Stodard  who  was  Mr 
Yeamins  his  attorney,  being  dead,  &  our  G-ouernor  being 
absent,  here  is  none  left  to  act  for  Mr  Yeamins,  who  is  now 
in  Antigua,  soe  that  Mr  Temple 4  will  be  kept  out  one  year 
more,  in  this  conf ution  of  affaires,  I  have  been  forced  to  take 
Nodls  Island  into  my  care  &  possession  in  behalfe  of  booth 
parties,  untill  things  can  be  settled,  but  I  hope  att  last  may 
be  to  his  advantage  &c  .  .  . 

Your  most  affectionate  and  Loving  father 

J?  Nelson 

1  Temple  II  Nelson. 

2  His  son-in-law,  Capt.  Robert  Temple. 

3  At  present  East  Boston. 

4  His  son-in-law,  Capt.  Robert  Temple. 
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John  I  Nelson  to  Henry  Lloyd,  Queen's  Village,  N.  Y. 

Boston,  Decemb:r  30 :  1724. 
Mr  Lloyd,  Sr 

After  a  long  series  of  God's  mercies  to  my  familie,  It 
hath  pleased  him  att  last  to  Visitt  us  a  very  awfull  &  sor- 
rowful strouke,  by  taking  from  us  my  daughter  Hubbard,1 
whose  f  uneralle  we  solemnised  on  Christmasday,  She  lay  sick 
about  a  fortnight  wth  a  feavor,  which  caught  by  a  constant 
attendance  on  her  Husband  &  her  sone,  her  End  was  very 
comfortable,  if  any  such  thing  as  comfort  may  be  had  in  soe 
great  Afflicktion  her  husband  remaines  a  very  disconsolate 
Widoer,  his  Children  will  mostly  disposed  off  amongst  us, 
soe  that  we  will  find  some  reliefe  that  way.  .  .  . 

I  haue  recd  seuerall  letters  from  my  son  Paschal  since 
his  being  in  England,  he  has  been  well  recd  by  my  Ld  Cob- 
ham,2  &  haue  good  hopes  of  his  success ;  yr  sister  Steel3  will 
shortly  giue  us  a  new  Grand  Child.  .  .  . 

yr  very  affectionate  father 
J°  Nelson 


Temple  II 4  Nelson  to  Henry  Lloyd,  Queen's  Village,  N.  Y. 

Boston  feb  17.  26/7 
Dear  Brother 

.  .  .  John 5  is  well  and  so  are  all  our  family,  save  Mr  Tem- 
ple,6 who  is  on  ye  mending  of  a  f eavour,  is  wife  is  delivered 

i  Elizabeth  Nelson,  wife  of  Mr.  Hubbard. 

2  Sir  Richard  Temple,  Bart.,  Lord  Cobham;  head  of  the  Temple 
family. 

3  His  daughter  Margaret,  Mrs.  Steele. 

4  Son  of  John  I  Nelson. 

5  Mr.  Lloyd's  son. 

6  His  brother-in-law,  Capt.  Robert  Temple. 
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of  a  Grirle,1  my  Love  to  Sister  and  all  her  little  ones  &c,  my 
heart  is  wttl  thein,  I  remain  your  Lovg  Bro. 

Temple  Nelson 


John  I  Nelson  to  Henry  Lloyd,  Queen's  Village,  N.  Y. 

Long  Island,2  March  9  1727. 
Mr  Lloyd  Sr. 

Mr.  Temple 3  has  shewed  me  yr  Letter  wherein  you  seem 
desirous  for  the  returne  of  yr  sone,  which  we  all  doe  Joyntly 
oppose  for  he  is  soe  earnestly  inclined  and  adapted  for  buiss- 
ness,  and  his  oppertunity  of  being  with  his  Aunt ;  Capt 
Steele4  haueingsent  his  man  abroad,  in  Order  &  vieuof  haue- 
ing  of  him,  all  wcb  considered  I  have  presumed  to  take  upon 
myself  his  detention  amoung  us,  knowing  it  might  be  for  his 
future  good  and  Settlement  in  the  world,  to  wch  I  will  con- 
tribute what  lies  in  my  power  &  he  himselfe  most  earnestly 
prays  that  you  will  hearken  to  our  Intercession  in  his  be- 
halfe  &  when  his  Brother  comes,  whome  you  say  we  may 
shortly  expect,  we  shall  further  explaine,  his  and  our  rea- 
sons, which  beleive  will  prevaile,  he  trusts  that  his  mother 
will  be  on  our  side  and  doubt  not  but  you  will  haue  the  sat- 
isfaction of  his  prosperitie  &  well  doing.  We  all  of  us  pre- 
sent you  and  your  wife  &  the  rest  of  the  family  wth  our 
hearty  loue  &  affection,  praying  for  the  continuance  of 
Gods  protection  &  safeguard,  our  you  &  your  affairs.  I 
remaine  yr  most  affectionate  &  Lo  Father  &c. 

Jo.  Nelson 


1  Elizabeth  Temple;  baptized  at  Christ's  Church.,  Boston,  April  9th, 
1727. 

2  Long  Island,  Boston  Harbor. 

3  Capt.  Bobert  Temple,  a  son-in-law  of  the  writer. 

4  A  son-in-law  of  the  writer. 
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Temple  II  Nelson 1  to  Henry  Lloyd,  Queen's  Village,  N.  Y. 

Boston  ye  9  July  1727. 

Sir. 

,  seven  weeks  since  I  was  married  to  Coll.  Went- 

worth 2  daughter,  she  Joyns  wth  me  in  he  love  to  you,  sister 
and  all  your  children.     I  am  Dear  B.  yr.  loving  Brother. 

Temple  Nelson 


John  I  Nelson  to  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Henry  Lloyd,  Queen's  Village,  N.  Y. 

Boston  Apu  ye  1st  1728. 
Mr  Henry  Loyd  and  my  Dear  Daughter. 

I  write  to  you  both  in  one  letter,  since  it  is  in  matters  of 
so  near  concerne  for  the  peace  and  happiness  of  rnyselfe, 
my  Wife,  and  all  of  you  of  my  familie,  I  am  first  to  advise 
that  yesterday  I  recd  a  letter  from  my  son  Paschall  from 
Barbadoes,  who  is  on  boord  the  Shoram,  wth  yr  Gour  Coll. 
Montgomery,  to  whom  he  is  well  recommended  &  much  con- 
sidered, soe  that  he  pretends  to  have  assurance  of  obtaining 
anything  that  lies  in  yr  Gouvernors  gift  Either  at  New 
York  or  in  the  Jersey's,  and  as  he  is  ignorant  of  what  may 
be  of  most  advantage,  he  prays  me  to  beg  of  you  that  you 
meet  him  or  send  yr  Advise  to  him  as  soon  as  possible  to 
Yorke  what  may  be  most  proper  for  him  to  aske,  yr  dili- 
gence herein  may  be  of  Good  availe,  &  consequence  to  him. 
I  am  now  to  tell  you  that  my  Selfe  &  your  Mother  being 
Growne  ould  and  infirme  we  have  resolued  upon  the  settle- 
ment of  what  smale  Estate  remaines  wth  us,  to  wch  intent 
our  designe  to  surrender  up  our  Island3  unto   Temple 

1  Son  of  John  I  Nelson. 

2  Thomas  Wentworth,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  New  Hampshire. 

3  Long  Island,  Boston  Harbor. 
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Nelson,1  lie  make  good  att  our  decease  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  pounds  to  each  of  his  Sisters,  deducting  in  propor- 
tion wat  they  haue  allreadie  had,  to  which  we  are  the  more 
readie  inclined  for  that  besides  our  imbecillitie  of  Under- 
going the  fatigue  in  managem*,  It  has  pleased  God  to 
afflict  us  with  wonderful  Storms,  which  has  blowne  downe 
the  Orchard  barnes  &  wharfe,  soe  that  to  repaire  them 
will  cost  more  than  we  can  procure,  soe  that  all  things  con- 
sidered his  purchase  will  be  difficult  &  deare.  now  that 
wch  I  desire  and  pray  from  you  is  that  you  send  unto  yr 
brother  Capt  Eobert  Temple2  your  full  and  Ample  pro- 
curation to  act  and  do  in  this  Matter  as  for  Themselves, 
for  the  release  of  all  yr  rights  or  pretentions  to  any  share 
in  said  Island,3  he  giuing  his  bond  to  Each  respective 
partie  to  be  lodged  wth  him  untill  you  require  Otherwise 
this  is  most  necessarie  for  ye  peace,  quiett,  &  Tranquillitie 
of  the  whole  familie  which  I  earnestly  pray  may  be  Expe- 
dited as  soone  as  possible.  I  inclose  to  my  sone  Paschall 
for  the  same  Purport,  soe  that  you  all  Signe  one  and  the 
same  power  or  separate  as  you  may  think  most  proper. 
Give  my  Loue  and  blessing  to  all  my  Grand  Children  to 
whome  I  hope  to  leaue  some  remembrance  of  me,  pray 
forward  the  inclosed  to  Pascall,3  so  that  I  may  heare  from 
you  as  soon  as  possible,  I  giue  Thankes  to  Henry4  for  his 
letter  &  suppose  may  see  him  in  a  short  time  wth  yr  Vessell 
etc.  I  pray  God  preseue  you  &  yrs  &  send  us  a  happie 
meeting  in  heaven  &  perhaps  in  this  world  if  it  be  his  Good 
pleasure  &c.    I  am  yr  most  Affectionate  &  Loving  father. 

J?  Nelson 

Capt  Steele,2  bids  me  Tell  you,  he  has  sent  ye  papers  two 
post  agoe  to  Dr  Beekman. 

1  His  elder  son.     2  His  son-in-law.     3  His  son.     4  Mr.  Lloyd's  son. 
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TAILED. 


William  I  Tailer. 

Born:  1611. 

Died :  Boston,  July  12th  1682  ;  buried  there. 

Married:  August  25th  1664,  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Is- 
rael I  Stoughton,2  and  of  Elizabeth  his  wife  ,•  died 

prior  to  1704. 

Issue. 

1.  Elizabeth  Tailer,  born  May  11th  1667;  married 
John  I  Nelson. 

2.  William  II  Tailer,  born  February  25th  1675-76; 
married  1st  a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Byfield,  2dly  Abigail, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Gillam,  and  widow  of  Thomas  Sud- 
ley ;  Lieut.-Governor  of  the  Colony ;  one  of  the  Council  in 
1711 ;  died  at  Dorchester,  Mass.  March  1st  1731-32 ;  left 
issue. 

iArms:    "Per  saltire,  or  and  gules,  an  eagle  displayed,  counter- 
charged." 
2  For  an  account  of  the  Stoughton  family,  see  page  54. 

7 
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Account  of  William  I  Tailer. 

"A  wealthy  and  enterprizing  merchant,  and  of  exceed- 
ing good  repute.  He  was  a  brave,  accomplished  gentleman 
as  any  in  Boston  in  outward  respects. 

At  the  funeral  of  Governor  John  Leverett,  he  and  three 
others,  carried  each  a  Banner  Roll  at  the  four  corners  of 
the  hearse. 

He  fell  into  a  deep  melancholy  and  hung  himself  with  the 
reins  of  a  bridle  in  his  own  counting  house.  His  mental  de- 
jection was  noticed  some  months  before  his  death,  and  in 
speaking  of  it  himself,  he  attributed  it  to  some  great  losses 
at  sea. 

He  was  buried  in  his  own  Tombe  in  Boston,  13th  5th  at 
night,  about  11  of  ye  clock. 

His  death  was  much  lamented,  especially  as  to  the  cir- 
cumstances. 

From  the  fact  that  one  of  the  Mather  ministers  visited 
Mr.  Tailer  during  his  season  of  despondency,  it  is  supposed 
that  he  was,  nominally  at  least,  included  in  the  Puritan 
Fold,  although  his  son  was  afterwards  an  Episcopalian. 
But  neither  he  nor  his  wife  were  Church  members. 

Mrs.  Tailer  being  desirous  of  having  her  children  bap- 
tized, her  mother  Mrs.  Stoughton,  in  1668,  applied  to  the 
Rev.  Richard  Mather,  to  administer  the  ordinance  of  bap- 
tism to  her  grandchildren  on  the  ground  that  their  mother 
was  a  member  of  the  Church  by  virtue  of  her  parent's  cove- 
nant. But  the  Church  in  Dorchester  did  not  see  fit  to  grant 
the  request,  and  as  Mrs.  Tailer  declined  joining  the  Church 
in  full  communion,  not  feeling  herself,  as  she  said,  worthy, 
or  as  yet  fit  for  the  Lord's  Supper,  baptism  was  refused." 
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Appendix. 

Letter1  from  William  II  Tailer,  to  Henry  Lloyd,  of  Queen's 
Village,  N.  Y. 

Stoughton  House  2  7brr  3,  1728. 
To  Henry  Lloyd  Esq. 

Dear  Nephew. 
The  surprizing  ace.  wee  have  received  of  the  death  of  my 
dear  neice,  and  your  good  and  virtuous  wife,  fills  all  our 
hearts  with  a  malancholly  beyond  expression,  and  I  doe  as- 
sure you,  that  you  have  noe  relations,  that  doe  more  sin- 
ceerly  condole  wth  you  than  your  aunt  and  myself.     I  pray 
God  to  support  you  and  your  family  under  so  great  a  tryall 
and  affliction  and  let  this  be  our  comfort,  that  our  loss  is  her 
gaine  and  wee  have  noe  reason  any  of  us  to  believe  to  the 
contrary,  for  she  had  allways  ye  character  of  being  a  pru- 
dent wife,  and  a  sinceere  and  good  Christian  and  I  pray  God 
to  prepare  us  all  to  follow  her.    Your  aunt  joynes  with  me, 
in  sending  you  and  your  dear  children,  our  best  respects 
and  affectionate  love,  my  mother  Gillam 3  does  the  like.    I 
committ  you  and  your  whole  family,  to  the  protection  of  di- 
vine Providence,  and  Be  assured  that  I  am 
Sir  your  sorrow 
full  and  afflicted 
uncle  & 

humble  serv. 

Wm.  Tailer 

1  The  original  is  in  the  possession  of  the  Lloyd  family  of  Lloyd's 
Neck,  L.  I.,  N.  Y. 

2  In  Dorchester,  Mass. 

3  His  mother-in-law,  Mrs.  Benjamin  Gillam. 
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STOUGHTON. 


ISRAEL  I  STOUGHTON. 

Died :  in  Lincoln,  England,  1644. 

Married :  Elizabeth ;  outlived  her  husband  many 

years. 
Will  :2  London  July  17th  1644. 


Issue. 

1.  Israel  II  Stoughton,  died  prior  to  1665. 

2.  William  Stoughton,  of  whom  later. 

3.  John  Stoughton,  no  mention  made  of  after  1644. 

4.  Hannah  Stoughton,  born  in  England  1628 ;   mar- 
ried James  Minot;   died  March  27th  1670. 

5.  Rebecca    Stoughton,    married  William  I   Tailer; 
died  prior  to  1704. 


1  Arms  :  '  'Argent,  on  a  sal  tire  gules,  between  four  tenter  hooks  sa- 
ble, an  escaloppe  or." 

2  See  page  57. 
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Account  of  Israel  I  Stoughton. 

A  man  of  property  and  distinction,  he  came  to  America, 
probably  in  1632. 

1633  November,  freeman;  had  a  grant  of  land  in  Dor- 
chester. 

1634,  1635,  Representative  at  the  General  Court. 

1635,  he  wrote  an  obnoxions  book,  which  gave  great  of- 
fence, and  though  he  retracted  his  assertion  in  the  same,  he 
was  debarred  from  holding  office  for  three  years. 

1636  May,  relieved  of  his  civil  disabilities,  he  and  his  wife 
signed  the  Church  Covenant. 

1637,  commanded  the  Massachusetts  forces  in  the  Pequot 
War. 

1637,  member  of  the  artillery  company. 

1642,  captain  in  the  artillery  company. 

1643,  visited  England,  where  he  became  intimate  with 
some  of  the  leaders  of  the  Revolution;  returned  to  Dor- 
chester, Mass. 

1644,  in  company  with  others,  whom  he  had  persuaded, 
he  returned  to  England ;  Lieut.-Colonel  *■  in  Rainsborow's 
regiment  in  the  Parliamentary  service. 

One  of  the  original  incorporators  of  Harvard  College. 

1  His  commission,  dated  May  3d,  1644,  is  in  the  possession  of  the 
Mass.  Hist.  Soc. 
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WILLIAM  STOUGHTON. 

Born :  in  England,  circa  1631. 

Died :  at  Dorchester,  Mass.,  July  7th  1701 ;  interred  in 
the  Dorchester  burying-ground.1 

Will :  July  6th  1701 ;  recorded  Suffolk  Co.,  Mass.;  Deeds, 
Liber  21,  fol.  622.2 


1  His  monument  was  restored  in  182S  by  Harvard  College ;  it  bears 
upon  it  his  arms,  and  the  following  epitaph : 

"  Gulielmus  Stoughtonus,  Armiger 

Provincife  Massachusettensis  in  Nova  Anglia  legatus 

deinde  Gubernator 

Nee  non  Curias  in  eadem  Provincia  Superioris 

Justiciarius  Capitalis 

Hie  Jaeet 

Vir  Conjugij  Nescius 

Virtute  Claras 

Doetrina  Celebris 

Ingenio  Acutus 

Sanguine  &  Animo  pariter  illustris 

iEquitalis  Amator 

Legum  Propugnator 

Collegij  Stoughtoniani  Fundator 

Literaram  &  Literatorum  Pautor  Celeberrimus 

Impietalis  &  vitij  Hostis  Aeerrimus 

Hune  Rhetores  amant  Faeundum 

Hunc  Scriptores  norunt  Elegantem 

Hunc  Philosophi  quserunt  Sapientem 

Hunc  Doctores  laudunt  Theologum 

Hune  Pij  Venerantur  Austerum 

Hunc  Omnes  Mirantur ;  Omnibus  Ignotum 

Omnibus  licit  Notum 

Quid  plura  Viator.     Quern  perdidimus 

Stoughtonum ! 

Heu! 

Satis  dixi  Urgent  Lachrymae 

Sileo 

Vixit  annos  Septuaginta 

Septimo  die  Julij  Anno  Salutis  1701. 

Cecidit 

Heu !  Heu !  Qualis  Luctus." 

2  His  executors  were  Lieut.-Governor  Tailer,  Mrs.  John  I  Nelson,  and 
others ;  the  estate  was  partitioned  July  17th  1704. 
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Account  of  William  Stoughton.1 

Graduated  at  Harvard  College  1650 ;  went  to  England 
and  had  a  fellowship  at  Oxford ;  was  a  preacher  in  Sussex  ; 
returned  to  America  in  1652  and  took  up  his  abode  in  Dor- 
chester. 

1671-1686,  Assistant  to  the  Government  of  Massachusetts. 

1677,  Agent  for  the  Colony  in  England. 

1687,  Member  of  the  Council. 

1692,  Member  of  the  Council. 

1692-1701,  Chief-Justice  and  Lieut.-Governor. 

1694-1699,  Commander-in-chief. 

He  was  liberal  to  Harvard  College;  Stoughton  Hall  was 
erected  at  his  expense;  the  original  building,  after  standing 
for  nearly  a  century,  was  taken  down,  and  a  new  building, 
bearing  the  same  name,  was  put  up  near  the  original  site ; 
he  left  the  income  of  a  tract  of  land  to  be  applied  to  the 
support  at  the  college  of  a  pupil  from  Dorchester ;  he  also 
made  provision  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  school  at  Dor- 
chester. 


Appendix. 

Will  of  Israel  I  Stoughton.  (N.  E.  Hist.  &  Gen.  Reg.  iv.  51.) 

17th  day  of  July,  1644. 

Being  now  likely  to  run  some  pt.  of  the  hazard  of  warre. 
For  my  outward  estate  —  those  (affairs)  in  ould  England  as 
they  stood  the  day  of  the  date  of  these  pntes,  and  for  those 
in  New  England,  they  are  manifest  by  what  I  left  there  at 
last  ptng.  Debts  in  England  &  what  goods  also  I  shall  leave 

1  There  is  a  portrait  of  him  at  Harvard,  in  Memorial  Hall,  an  oil 
painting,  in  the  background  of  which  is  represented  the  original 
Stoughton  Hall ;  this  portrait  has  been  engraved  in  Drake's  History 
and  Antiquities  of  Boston. 
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here  vndisposed  of.  As  for  those  in  New  England,  they  are 
by  bookes  left  there,  best  discovered,  &  both  are  fetly  dis- 
covered by  my  alphabeticall  booke  here  in  England,  though 
I  doubt  in  some  points,  imperfectly,  through  hast. 

To  Deere  &  worthily  honored  wife  the  entire  pfitt  of  all 
my  lands  vppon  Dorchester  neck  (being  about  50  acres  all 
in  tilth)  during  life;  &  furthermore  a  third  of  the  clear 
pfitts  raised  or  raisable  of  all  my  other  lands  or  mills,  wtb 
the  buildings  &  prsnt  stock  —  during  life  &  single  estate; 
also  one  third  of  all  my  moovable  goods ;  free  habitation 
&  vse  (wth  the  children)  of  house  in  Dorchester  towne,  wth 
the  garden,  orchard  &  yard  roome,  being  about  two  acres 
of  land.  Lastly,  my  wearing  ring,  all  my  plate,  best  downe 
bed,  &  her  tapestry,  coverlett,  with  all  the  best  furniture 
thereto  belonging;  stooles,  chaires,  curteines,  cupboards, 
Andyrous,  &c.  And  one  ffetherbed  more.  .  .  .  &  I  only 
begg  of  her  not  to  weep  for  mee,  as  one  of  those  wthout  hope. 
If  I  now  dye,  what  love  she  owed  vnto  to  mee,  that  it  may 
be  bestowed  (after  mee)  vppon  or  poore  deare  children  for 
my  sake. 

For  my  children,  I  will  them  to  the  government  &  order- 
ing power  of  my  sd  Deere  wife,  during  their  minority. 
Eldest  sonne  Israel  a  double  portion,  unless  he  prove  him- 
self unworthily ;  in  such  case,  his  double  portion  to  goe  to 
William  ;  if  William  prove  himself  unworthily,  then  the 
same  to  be  given  to  the  next  sonne,  John.  Or  if  yet  there 
be  another,  him  to  be  judged  of  as  aboue ;  provided  if  the 
difference  in  matter  of  grace  and  vertue  appeare  not  very 
euident,  or  the  eldest  his  vice  not  very  euident,  then  let  the 
double  portion  remaine  his  absolute  due. 

And  for  the  way  of  accounting  the  Double  portion,  I  will 
it  thus.  In  case  my  number  be  seven  (as  I  hope)  Israel  is  to 
have  two  pts  of  the  seaven  ;  then  the  remaining  five  pts  to 
be  cast  againe  into  seaven  pts,  if  I  had  seven  children  all, 
or  six  parts  if  six  all,  or  fiue  parts  if  flue  all,  and  one  pt  of 
the  sd  seven,  six  or  fiue  to  be  equally  distributed  amongst 
my  other  sonns.  Remainder  of  estate  to  be  equally  di- 
vided by  even  portions  to  the  sonnes  &  Daughters  alike. 
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(Provisions  of  contingencies  and  consequent  subdivisions 
omitted.) 

Moreover  to  sonne  Israel  one  fourth  part  of  (my)  smale 
library,  &  vnto  John  another  fourth  pt,  &  vnto  Wm  the 
other  halfe,  for  his  encouragm*  to  apply  himself  to  studies, 
especially  to  the  holy  Scripture  ;  vnto  wch  they  are  mostly 
helpful;  if  either  of  these  dye  before  age,  &  if  now  un- 
knowne  I  haue  another  sonne,  if  one  that  had  a  fourth  pt 
dye,  let  the  fourth  sonne  take  his  pte  ;  or  if  no  fourth  sonne, 
let  the  student  take  the  dead  sonnes  pte.  Provided  also, 
concerning  the  Bookes,  that  my  wife  retaine  to  her  vse  dur- 
ing life  what  she  pleaseth,  &  that  my  daughters  chose  each 
of  them  one  for  theire  owne,  that  all  may  haue  something 
they  may  call  theire  ffathers. 

"Vnto  Harvard  College,  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  out  of 
my  purchased  lands  on  the  northeast  side  of  Naponsett, 
about  Mother  Brooke,  that  is  on  the  vtmost  bounds  of  my 
ffarme  next  to  Dorchester  towne.  To  some  meadow  &  some 
vpland  about  Mother  Brooks  may  in  time  be  something 
worth  towards  the  advance  of  learning:  &  one  hundred 
acres  more,  I  giue  to  the  same  vse  out  of  my  dues  on  the 
blew  hills  side,  provided  the  towne  will  allow  it  to  be  laid 
in  due  opposition  to  those  former  two  hundred,  that  the 
riuer  only  may  part  them;  to  remain  to  the  College  vse 
forever. 

Wife  &  sonne  Israel  joint  Executors,  John  Winthrop  Senr, 
Mr.  Thomas  Dudley,  Senr,  Mr.  Richard  Saltonstall  &  Mr. 
Increase  Nowell,  &  also  my  deere  brother  Mr.  Wm  Knight, 
Mr.  Thomas  Stoughton,  Mr.  Thomas  Clarke,  Mr.  David 
Yale  overseers  this  seventeenth  of  July,  1644,  in  London. 

Israel  Stoughton 

Concerning  my  deere  mother  —  not  to  be  abridged  of  her 
twenty  pounds  per  ann  during  her  life,  in  regard  to  the 
cattle  I  had  of  hers,  though  they  proved  of  little  worth  to 
me.  Also  to  dwell  in  the  house  with  my  wife,  during  her 
pleasure,  and  any  other  comfortable  accommodation  my 
estate  may  reach  vnto.    If  God  take  my  wife  before  mee,  or 
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before  this  will  be  settled,  or  the  estate  of  things  altered  by 
my  wife,  then  I  in  her  steed  do  ordaine  my  deere  brother 
Mr.  Tho:  Clarke,  &  my  loveing  friends  Mr.  Thomas  Jones 
of  Dorchester,  &  Mr.  Edward  Johnson  of  Roxbury  as  over- 
seers in  speeiall  —  &  to  haue  twenty  pounds  each,  &  my 
brother  Clarke  to  have  over  and  aboue  that,  as  much  as 
his  services  meritt,  being  judged  of  by  the  gentlemen  be- 
fore mentioned.     The  same  day  and  time  aforenamed. 

Israel  Stoughton 
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